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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF  

HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON  

TUESDAY 26th NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7.30PM  AT THE TOWN HALL 

 

PRESENT: 

                                                The Deputy Mayor (Councillor G Salmon) 

Councillor Mrs P H Whiting Councillor H L Jackson 

Councillor C O’Rourke Councillor B Spencer 

Councillor A M T Reading Councillor G Kelly 

Councillor B Prigmore Councillor N Brown 

Councillor Mrs C Reavey Councillor S Prosser 

Miss Alicia Schofield (Town Clerk) David Wicks (Mayor’s Sergeant) 

Mrs Emily Arrow (Assistant Clerk)  

  

PSCO Will Page Chris Healey – Crimesecure CCTV Provision 

 

24/748. PRAYERS 

 The meeting was opened with prayers led by Mother Louise Bishop. 
  

24/749. APOLOGIES 

 Cllr V K Paul, Cllr Mrs J Bone, Cllr P Tomas, Cllr P McCann, Cllr Mrs A Gardner 

  

24/750. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Other Interests 

Cllr H L Jackson – as a member of the Unitary Council he will consider all matters at Unitary 

level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at the Unitary tier. Therefore, 

he cannot be bound in any way by any view expressed in the parish tier or by the decisions of 

this Council. 

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting – item 15.2, Cllr Whiting is a volunteer at the hub. Item 16, Cllr Whiting 

knows the applicants. 

Cllr Mrs C Reavey – item 16, Cllr Reavey owns a property in the area. 

  

24/751. MINUTES 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the meeting held on the 29th October 2024 be signed by the Chairman as 

being a true and correct record.  

  

24/752. PUBLIC FORUM 

 None. 

  

24/753. POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICER 

 The PCSO Will Page gave a short introduction to his role and addressed councillors questions 

regarding local issues. 

  

24/754. CCTV PROVISION 

 Chris Healey from Crimesecure gave a short presentation about the work that they do for our 

CCTV provision in the town and addressed questions from the councillors regarding this 

provision. 

  

24/755. MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Deputy Mayor reported following the Street Name exhibition held on several dates in 

November. The exhibition was a success with many attendees and the addition of the soldiers 

details around the war memorial on Remembrance Day was well received. 
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24/756.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

 Police Report 

Link to crimes for September 2024. 

Local Crime Information for Market Square, Higham Ferrers, Rushden, NN10 8BT - 

September 2024 

Please also see attached spreadsheet that tracks this months’ crimes against previous months.  

39 crimes for the month of September:- 

• Anti-social Behaviour – 3 

• Burglary -3 

• Drugs – 3 

• Other theft – 2 

• Possession of weapons -1 

• Public Order – 2 

• Shoplifting – 10 

• Vehicle crime -2 

• Violence / Sexual offences – 13 

 

Urban Greenspace Improvement Projects 

North Northants Council £1.5million UK Shared Prosperity E3 funding. 

NNC advised that the following projects have been approved:- 

 

• Tenter Close/Toll Bar Green  Benches and tree planting £5,000 

• Castle Fields    Signage    £1,000 

• Land to rear of Henry Chichele              Tree planting £4,000 

• Riverside Park    Pathways and signage up to £70,000 

• Stanwick Road Dogs Off Lead Park Community Orchard £3,000 

 

The deadline for the delivery of the projects is 31st March 2025. NNC have stated that the 

tender and delivery process will be managed in hand by them in order to meet the tight 

timelines. A meeting is pending between the Clerk and NNC to discuss the projects and the 

specifications for tender. 

 

Report to Council under Procedure Point 4 of the Complaints Procedure  

31/10/2024.  

 

Written complaint received regarding lack of action regarding grounds 

maintenance works and tree management. 

06/11/2024. Clerk responded to try to settle the complainant directly as per Procedure 

Point 3 of the Complaints Procedure.  

To date  No further correspondence has been received from the complainant. Matter 

will come to council for consideration if the complaint cannot be settled by 

the Clerk. 

 

RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerk’s report be received and noted. 

  

24/757. QUESTIONS 

 None. 

  

24/758. REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES 

 None. 

  

24/759.  REPORTS FROM UNITARY COUNCILLORS  

 A report had not yet been received but will be circulated upon receipt. 

  

24/760. FINANCE 

24/760.1. To approve accounts for payment as at 26th November 2024 
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 RESOLVED: 

That the accounts for payment of £55,643.37 as at 26th November 2024 be approved for 

payment. 

24/760.2. To approve the bank account reconciliation as at 31st October 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

That the bank account reconciliation as at 31st October 2024 be signed by the Chairman after 

being checked by Cllr Mrs P H Whiting. 

24/760.3. To approve the following expenditure:- 

 RESOLVED: 

(i) That the Mayors pendant repair be carried out at a cost of £428.  

(ii) That repair and replacement of the knee high fencing on Parker Way is approved at a cost of 

£730. 

(iii) That the legal fees to review the template ‘Licence to Occupy’ agreement be approved at a cost 

of £1030. 

24/760.4. To receive and note from Cllr C P O’Rourke the internal control checklist dated 24th 

October 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the internal control checklist dated 24th October 2024 be received and noted. 

  

24/761. COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

24/761.1. Planning and Development Committee held on the 12th November 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Planning and Development Committee held on the 12th November 2024 

be received and adopted. 

24/761.2. Environment and Recreation Committee held on the 12th November 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on the 12th November 

2024 be received and adopted. 

 RESOLVED: 

24/761.2.1. RIVERSIDE PARK ECOLOGICAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 

(i) That at least 8 bat boxes, 8 bird boxes, 2 hedgehog houses and 4 bee and insect houses be 

installed at Riverside Park at the locations suggested within the Landscape and Ecological 

Management Plan. Cost £1110 to be met from 340/4844 Riverside Park.  

(ii) That volunteers and/or staff create 2 hibernacula. That a budget of £250 be set for any materials 

required that cannot be located from the council’s own landholding. Cost to be met from 

340/4844 Riverside Park.    

24/761.2.2. SKATEPARK REPAIR PROJECT 

 That the remodelling work be undertaken with procurement by means of contract. That the 

contract specification include:- 

• Design based on the sketch plans 

• Flexibility to allow companies to come forward with their best solution for the finish 

to the shallower soil banking based on our detailed report of the problems 

experienced since construction.   

A maximum budget of £20,000 is applied to control expenditure  

 That the cost of the project to be met from budget allocation 2025/26. 

24/761.2.3. PAINTING OF THE SPRINGERS, SAFFRON ROAD RECREATION GROUND 

 That the 3 springers at Saffron Road play area be repainted at a cost of £1182.75. 

24/761.2.4. HIGH PRESSURE WASHING AND MOSS TREATMENTS, TENNIS COURTS AND 

MUGA 

 That a 3-year contract to cover years 2025-2027 is entered into at a cost of £1495pa for high 

pressure washing and moss treatment of both the tennis courts and the MUGA. 

  

24/762. WORKING PARTIES 

24/762.1. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 

 RESOLVED: 
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 That the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on the  2024 be 

received and noted. 

24/762.2. COMMUNITY LIBRARY AND WELLBEING HUB WORKING PARTY 

24/762.2.1. RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Community Library and Wellbeing Hub Working Party meeting held 

on the 12th November 2024 be received and noted. 

24/762.2.2. RESOLVED: 

 That council adopt the wellbeing strategy document ‘Improving Wellbeing Services for Our 

Residents’. 

24/762.2.3. RESOLVED: 

 That the promotion of the community room as a venue for hire is tailored to be more suitable 

to the possible hire scenarios given that the Hub is becoming established, such as regular 

block book session hire for activities or classes or a venue for training or business meetings. 

That following receipt of an enquiry for hire, the Clerk be delegated authority to determine if 

the hire is compatible with the Hub arrangements; with any resulting hire in line with the hire 

charges, terms and conditions as previously agreed. 

  

24/763. PREMISES LICENCE APPLICATION 

 RESOLVED: 

 That, in reference to the premises licence application 24/02246/LAPNEW: Launch-it Virtual 

Golf, Unit 1, Connolly House, 3 Westfields Avenue, Higham Ferrers, Rushden, NN10 8AX, 

the council submit the following comment: 

The council do not have any objection to the licensable activities proposed but feel that the 

sale of alcohol would be more appropriate from 10am at the earliest, instead of the proposed 

time of 7am. 

  

24/764. REQUEST FOR A MEMORIAL BENCH AT RIVERSIDE PARK 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the request for a memorial bench for the late David Hill at Riverside Park is approved, 

with the location to be agreed between the Clerk and the family. 

  

24/765. CCTV PROVISION FROM 1ST APRIL 2025 

 RESOLVED: 

 That CCTV service is retained with contract to include:- 

• 24/7 recording. 

• Maintenance of the cameras and equipment. 

• The cost of the broadband to transmit the images to the monitoring centre. 
 That the council request that the CCTV is monitored for 70 hours a week. 
 That a budget of £3000 be set in 2025/26 to provide for the purchase and installation 

of a new server and 2 replacement cameras. 
  

24/766. ITEMS TO REPORT 

 None. 

 

Mayor 

 

Date  
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
17TH DECEMBER 2024 

 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

 
REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield  

 
 
Police Report 
Link to crimes for October 2024. 
https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/nn108bt 
Please also see attached spreadsheet that tracks this months’ crimes against previous months.  
57 crimes for the month of October:- 

• Anti-social Behaviour – 14 
• Bicycle theft - 2 
• Criminal damage and arson - 6 
• Drugs – 3 
• Other theft – 2 
• Public Order – 1 
• Robbery - 1 
• Shoplifting – 8 
• Vehicle crime -1 
• Violence / Sexual offences – 18 
• Other crime - 1 

 
Meetings 
Planning and Development Committee – Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 6.45pm 
Environment and Recreation Committee – Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 7.30pm 
Full Council – Tuesday 28th January 2025 at 7.30pm 
 
Event Dates 
Civic Carol Service, Sunday 22nd December at 6pm, St Marys Church 
Mayor Making, Monday 12th May 2025 
 
 
 

7

https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/nn108bt


Ja
n

u
ar

y
Fe

b
ru

ar
y

M
ar

ch
A

p
ri

l
M

ay
Ju

n
e

Ju
ly

A
u

gu
st

Se
p

te
m

b
e

r
O

ct
o

b
e

r
N

o
ve

m
b

e
r

D
e

ce
m

b
e

r
To

ta
l

O
ff

e
n

ce
 T

yp
e

A
n

ti
-s

o
ci

al
 

B
eh

av
io

u
r

5
5

1
3

1
2

1
5

1
1

9
6

3
1

4
9

3

B
ic

yc
le

 T
h

ef
t

0
0

0
0

0
0

1
0

0
2

3

B
u

rg
la

ry
1

0
2

0
0

1
0

1
3

0
8

C
ri

m
 D

am
 /

 

A
rs

o
n

3
6

8
1

5
7

4
4

0
6

4
4

D
ru

gs
2

0
3

0
1

1
1

1
3

3
1

5

O
th

er
2

1
1

0
1

2
0

0
0

1
8

O
th

er
 T

h
ef

t
1

1
1

4
5

4
1

7
2

2
2

8

P
o

ss
es

si
o

n
 o

f 

w
ea

p
o

n
s

0
1

0
2

0
1

0
1

1
0

6

P
u

b
lic

 O
rd

er
2

6
4

5
1

2
2

3
2

1
2

8

R
o

b
b

er
y

2
0

0
1

0
0

0
0

0
1

4

Sh
o

p
lif

ti
n

g
1

3
1

8
2

4
2

5
1

6
3

1
2

1
0

1
0

8
1

3
9

V
eh

ic
le

3
2

4
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

1
9

V
io

le
n

ce
 /

  

Se
xu

al
2

4
1

3
1

8
1

4
2

0
1

5
7

1
8

1
3

1
8

1
6

0

To
ta

l
5

8
5

3
7

8
6

5
6

6
4

8
3

9
5

2
3

9
5

7
0

0
5

5
5

P
O

LI
C

E 
C

R
IM

E 
R

EP
O

R
T

 F
O

R
 H

IG
H

A
M

 F
ER

R
ER

S 
2

0
2

4

8



C
at

eg
o

ry
O

ct
-2

3
N

o
v-

23
D

ec
-2

3
Ja

n
-2

4
Fe

b
-2

4
M

ar
-2

4
A

p
r-

24
M

ay
-2

4
Ju

n
-2

4
Ju

l-
24

A
u

g-
24

Se
p

-2
4

O
ct

-2
4

A
n

ti
-S

o
ci

al
 B

eh
av

io
u

r
10

8
12

5
5

13
12

15
11

9
6

3
14

B
ic

yc
le

 T
h

ef
t

1
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
1

0
0

2

B
u

rg
la

ry
0

0
0

1
0

2
0

0
1

0
1

3
0

C
ri

m
in

al
 D

am
ag

e 
an

d
 A

rs
o

n
3

4
1

3
6

8
1

5
7

4
4

0
6

D
ru

gs
0

0
0

2
0

3
0

1
1

1
1

3
3

O
th

er
 T

h
ef

t
2

0
1

1
1

1
4

5
4

1
7

2
2

P
u

b
lic

 O
rd

er
1

1
1

2
6

4
5

1
2

2
3

2
1

R
o

b
b

er
y

1
0

0
2

0
0

1
0

0
0

0
0

1

Sh
o

p
lif

ti
n

g
12

7
12

13
18

24
25

16
3

12
10

10
8

V
eh

ic
le

 C
ri

m
e

4
0

3
3

2
4

1
2

1
2

1
2

1

V
io

le
n

t 
an

d
 S

ex
u

al
 O

ff
en

ce
s

6
19

31
24

13
18

14
20

15
7

18
13

18

O
th

er
 C

ri
m

e
0

0
0

2
1

1
0

1
2

0
0

0
1

P
o

ss
es

si
o

n
 o

f 
W

ea
p

o
n

s
2

0
1

0
1

0
2

0
1

0
1

1
0

05

1
0

1
5

2
0

2
5

3
0

3
5

O
ct

-2
3

N
o

v-
2

3
D

ec
-2

3
Ja

n
-2

4
Fe

b
-2

4
M

ar
-2

4
A

p
r-

2
4

M
ay

-2
4

Ju
n

-2
4

Ju
l-

2
4

A
u

g-
2

4
Se

p
-2

4
O

ct
-2

4

C
ri

m
es

 b
y 

ca
te

go
ry

A
n

ti
-S

o
ci

al
 B

eh
av

io
u

r
B

ic
yc

le
 T

h
ef

t
B

u
rg

la
ry

C
ri

m
in

al
 D

am
ag

e
 a

n
d

 A
rs

o
n

D
ru

gs
O

th
e

r 
Th

ef
t

P
u

b
lic

 O
rd

er
R

o
b

b
er

y
Sh

o
p

lif
ti

n
g

V
eh

ic
le

 C
ri

m
e

V
io

le
n

t 
an

d
 S

ex
u

al
 O

ff
e

n
ce

s
O

th
e

r 
C

ri
m

e
P

o
ss

es
si

o
n

 o
f 

W
e

ap
o

n
s

9



Ac
co

un
ts

 fo
r P

ay
m

en
t D

ec
em

be
r 2

02
4

Da
te

Re
fe

re
nc

e
Pa

ye
e

De
ta

ils
Am

ou
nt

03
.1

2.
24

Sp
ar

kl
e 

tr
ad

er
s

Sp
ar

kl
e 

re
fu

nd
s

£2
,7

07
.5

0

03
.1

2.
24

31
5

Tu
rn

ey
s

Tr
ee

 w
or

ks
 M

ill
 F

ie
ld

s
£1

,3
20

.0
0

03
.1

2.
24

31
6

Ru
th

er
fo

rd
s

Re
pl

ac
em

en
t p

ad
lo

ck
 - 

Sp
ar

kl
e

£8
9.

52
03

.1
2.

24
31

7
St

ag
e 

Su
pp

or
t S

er
vic

es
St

ag
e 

fo
r S

pa
rk

le
£1

,6
20

.0
0

03
.1

2.
24

31
8

Da
ve

 E
ar

l -
 R

us
ty

 S
po

on
s

Sp
ar

kl
e 

en
te

rta
in

m
en

t
£3

60
.0

0
06

.1
2.

24
31

9
Ev

en
ts

 S
af

et
y G

ro
up

Tr
af

fic
 m

an
ag

em
en

t  
- S

pa
rk

le
£1

,3
62

.0
0

06
.1

2.
24

32
0

Tr
an

ex
Ra

di
o 

hi
re

 - 
Sp

ar
kl

e
£2

58
.0

0
06

.1
2.

24
32

1
Tr

av
is

 P
er

ki
ns

To
w

er
 L

ig
ht

 - 
Sp

ar
kl

e
£5

58
.0

0
03

.1
2.

24
17

.1
2.

24
32

2
Am

az
on

Tr
ee

 p
la

nt
in

g s
up

pl
ie

s
£7

8.
78

17
.1

2.
24

32
3

St
ev

e 
Pe

ll
Pa

rk
er

 W
ay

 fe
nc

in
g /

 d
ra

in
 p

lu
m

bi
ng

 a
t T

en
ni

s b
ld

£7
70

.0
0

17
.1

2.
24

32
4

Th
om

as
 F

at
to

rin
i

Re
pa

ir 
M

ay
or

's 
pe

nd
an

t
£5

31
.5

4
17

.1
2.

24
32

5
Cr

im
e 

Se
cu

re
CC

TV
 m

on
ito

rin
g

£4
,9

38
.0

0
17

.1
2.

24
32

6
Em

or
sg

at
e 

Se
ed

s
Se

ed
 m

ix
£4

99
.2

0
17

.1
2.

24
32

7
Ev

en
te

x
So

un
d 

se
rv

ic
es

 - 
Sp

ar
kl

e 
£2

50
.0

0
17

.1
2.

24
32

8
Da

ts
 P

rin
t

In
 Y

ou
r V

ic
in

ity
 a

dv
er

t
£1

68
.3

0
17

.1
2.

24
32

9
CP

RE
M

em
be

rs
hi

p
£3

6.
00

17
.1

2.
24

33
0

No
rth

an
ts

 F
ire

Fi
re

 E
xt

in
gu

is
he

r i
ns

pe
ct

io
ns

£2
04

.3
0

17
.1

2.
24

33
1

Ru
sh

de
n 

To
w

n 
Co

un
ci

l
W

el
lb

ei
ng

 b
us

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
io

n
£1

,0
63

.5
8

17
.1

2.
24

33
2

Cl
ou

dy
 IT

IT
 su

pp
or

t
£4

31
.1

6
17

.1
2.

24
33

3
In

te
r C

ou
nt

y C
le

an
in

g
Cl

ea
ni

ng
 o

f P
av

ili
on

, p
ub

lic
 to

ile
ts

 a
nd

 to
ile

t r
ol

ls
£2

2.
82

17
.1

2.
24

33
4-

34
5

HM
RC

/L
GS

S/
N

es
t/

 st
af

f
Ta

x,
 N

I, 
sa

la
rie

s,
 p

en
sio

ns

10
.1

2.
24

30
07

58
Pe

tt
y 

Ca
sh

To
w

n 
Ha

ll,
 li

br
ar

y,
 h

ub
, v

eh
ic

le
 e

xp
en

se
s,

 c
iv

ic
 se

riv
ce

£4
5.

88

02
.1

2.
24

Di
re

ct
 3

65
W

as
te

 b
in

 c
ol

le
ct

io
n

£7
7.

87
Br

ig
ht

 H
r

H
R 

Su
pp

or
t

BT
Te

le
ph

on
e 

ch
ar

ge
s 

08
.1

2.
24

Yu
 E

ne
rg

y
St

re
et

lig
ht

in
g E

le
ct

ric
 

£4
63

.9
6

10



08
.1

2.
24

Yu
 E

ne
rg

y
St

re
et

lig
ht

in
g E

le
ct

ric
 

£6
5.

89
08

.1
2.

24
Yu

 E
ne

rg
y

El
ec

tri
c 

To
w

n 
H

al
l

£2
55

.8
7

08
.1

2.
24

Yu
 E

ne
rg

y
El

ec
tri

c 
Te

nn
is

 B
ld

£1
01

.4
4

13
.1

2.
24

Yu
 E

ne
rg

y
G

as
, T

ow
n 

H
al

l
£4

04
.2

9
08

.1
2.

24
Yu

 E
ne

rg
y

El
ec

tri
c,

 P
av

ili
on

 
£2

46
.1

2
08

.1
2.

24
Yu

 E
ne

rg
y

El
ec

tri
ci

ty
, P

ub
lic

 To
ile

ts
£1

10
.9

6
08

.1
2.

24
Yu

 E
ne

rg
y

El
ec

tri
c,

 c
ha

pe
l

£2
3.

24
17

.1
2.

24
EE

M
ob

ile
 p

ho
ne

 c
ha

rg
es

£8
7.

44
Sa

ge
Pa

yr
ol

l

SO
N

N
C 

Ra
te

s T
ow

n 
Ha

ll
£3

57
.0

0
SO

N
N

C 
Ra

te
s M

ar
ke

t S
qu

ar
e

£1
20

.0
0

SO
N

N
C 

Ra
te

s T
en

ni
s c

ou
rt

 b
ui

ld
in

g
£5

2.
00

SO
N

N
C 

Ra
te

s C
em

et
er

y
£1

35
.0

0
SO

N
N

C 
Ra

te
s S

af
fr

on
 R

oa
d 

ca
r p

ar
k

£2
45

.0
0

To
ta

l
£1

6,
44

4.
16

11



HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

17th DECEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT: Expenditure  
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield 
 
 
1.  PURPOSE 
1.1. To approve the following expenditure:- 
  

(i) Servicing of St Mary’s Church Clock  
FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATION 
£806 for a 3 year 
agreement 2025-2027 
 

There is provision within budget X 
There is no provision within budget  
There is insufficient provision within budget  

 

 

 The current pre-paid term agreement to service the clock has expired, the last service of the 
offer was carried out in June this year. An offer of a further 3-year renewal has been 
received. Servicing is offered at a discounted cost in exchange for payment in advance, 
which ensures there are no price increases during the term of the offer. The 3-year offer will 
include servicing the clock in June 2025, 2026 and 2027 and the cost will be £806. Payment 
is to be made by mid-April 2025, prior to an appointment for the service in June. The budget 
2025/26 has provision to meet the cost of £806. 
 
The 3-year agreement offer is valid until the end of January.   
 
If the 3-year agreement is not entered, council would revert to annual payment, the cost to 
service the clock in June 2025 will be £296, with an annual increase will be applied for 
ongoing servicing. The 3-year agreement offers a saving of at least £82. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

HELD ON TUESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2024 AT 7.30PM AT THE TOWN HALL,  

MARKET SQUARE, HIGHAM FERRERS. 

 

 

PRESENT: 

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting 

Cllr A M T Reading 

Cllr V Paul 

Cllr B Prigmore 

Cllr C O Rourke 

Cllr H L Jackson (substitute) 

Cllr S Prosser 

Miss Alicia Schofield (Town Clerk) 
 

4 members of the public in attendance 

 

1. APOLOGIES 

 Cllr Mrs C Reavey  
  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Cllr H L Jackson. Items 5.3 and 5.4. Member of Tourism Group 

 Cllr C P O’Rourke. Items 5.3 and 5.4. Member of Tourism Group 

 Cllr C P O’Rourke. Item 5.1. Has liaised and advised the club regarding the application.  

  

3. MINUTES 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee held on the 8th 

October 2024 be signed by the Chairman as being a true and correct record.  

 

4. PUBLIC FORUM  

 Sandra Manuel, Treasurer of the Higham Ferrers Town Bowls Club, spoke in support of 

their application. 

 Liz Barnatt, Chair of the Tourism Group, spoke in support of their application for grant 

funding to meet costs of entertainment at Chichele College. The application amount has 

increased this year, mainly to cover the cost of contractors for outside speakers and lighting 

at events.     

 Carol FitzGerald of the Tourism Group spoke in support of their application for grant 

funding to assist with the costs of the Christmas trees. The group secured sponsorship the 

first year that real trees were used to replace the old and tired artificial trees, This year, 

sponsorship was not secured; the group seek assistance for next year.    

 Brenda Lofthouse spoke in support of the grant application for the Friends of St Mary’s. 

Funding is sought to assist with the Arts Festival dance workshops and performances.  

  

5.  GRANT APPLICATIONS 2025/26 

5.1. Higham Ferrers Town Bowls Club 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That a grant of £2500 be awarded to the Higham Ferrers Town Bowls Club in 2025/26 

towards the cost of maintaining the bowling green and replacement floodlighting. 

5.2. Fishing for Minds CIC 

 RESOLVED: 

 That Fishing for Minds CIC be advised that the application for grant funding to assist with 

junior sessions at Riverside Park should come from Higham Ferrers Riverside Park Angling 

Association as they are the Licensee with the fishing rights personal to them. That, given 
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the circumstances, the period for receipt of a grant application from the Angling Association 

be permitted by no later than 29th January 2025.  

5.3. Higham Ferrers Tourism, Business and Community Group, Entertainment 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That a grant of £2793 be awarded to the Higham Ferrers Tourism, Business and Community 

Group in 2025/26 towards the cost of entertainment at Chichele College.  

5.4. Higham Ferrers Tourism, Business and Community Group, Christmas Trees 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That a grant of £1356 be awarded to the Higham Ferrers Tourism, Business and Community 

Group in 2025/26 towards the cost of supply and install of Christmas trees and lights.   

5.5. Friends of St Mary’s Higham Ferrers 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That a grant of £700 be awarded to Friends of St Mary’s Higham Ferrers in 2025/26 towards 

the cost of Arts Festival dance workshops and performances. 

  

6. BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN 

 The Business Forward Plan has been updated to reflect the progress of projects to date. 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the update on the Business Forward Plan be accepted. 

  

7. FLAGSTONE ACCOUNT 

 RESOLVED: 

7.1. That the Flagstone account reconciliations for for 31st October and 30th November 2024 be 

signed after being checked by Cllr Mrs P H Whiting.  

 RESOLVED: 

7.2. That the performance of the Flagstone cash deposit platform be received and noted.  

  

8. EARMARKED RESERVES 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the report on the Earmarked Reserves position be received and noted. 

  

9. BUDGET 2024/25 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the review of the budget for 2024/25 be received and noted.  

  

10. BUDGET 2025/26 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

10.1. That the draft budget 2025/26 be approved as circulated further to the following 

amendments: 

• Reduce the allocation to cost code Grants Made by £3901 with respective increase 

to EMR Asset/Building maintenance.  

• Reduce 220/4000 Parks and Open Spaces salaries by £11466 

- Increase Grounds Maintenance by £3230 as follows:- 

▪ Cemetery 200/4200 - £350 

▪ Burials 200/4205 - £200 

▪ Churchyard 210/4200 - £70 

▪ Parks & Open Spaces 220/4200 - £2600 

▪ Car Parks 230/4200- £10 

- Increase EMR Public Conveniences by £5000 

- Increase EMR Asset/Building Maintenance by £3236  

 PRECEPT 2025/26 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

10.2. That the precept be set at £535,600 for 2025/26. An increase of £35,600 which equates to 

an increase of £6.35 per annum or 12p per week for a Band D property on the current council 

tax base. This represents a percentage increase of 3.71%.   
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11. ITEMS TO REPORT 

 Request received from committee members for an agenda item for the next meeting to 

review investments.  

  

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  

 11th February 2025 

 

Chairman 

 

Date 
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EVENTS 
CHRISTMAS SPARKLE 

 
NOTES FROM THE EMERGENCY CHRISTMAS SPARKLE WORKING PARTY 

MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2024 
AT THE TOWN HALL, MARKET SQUARE, HIGHAM FERRERS 

 
PRESENT: Cllr Tina Reavey, Cllr Pam Whiting, Cllr Bert Jackson, Cllr Tony Reading, Liz Barnatt 
(Tourism), Carol FitzGerlad (Tourism), Eileen Busch (Methodist), Alicia Schofield (Town 
Clerk), Lauren Houlihan (Admin and Comms Officer), Emily Arrow (Assistant Clerk), Sara 
Balliston (Ashgrove) 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 Cllr Jennie Bone, Cllr Vijay Paul, Pat Bird (Tourism), Naomi Edwards (Wilson Browne) 
  
2. MAIN POINTS OF CONSIDERATION AND AGREED OUTCOMES  

  Cllr Reading summarised the weather forecasts that he had been tracking this week. 
Gusts of wind predicted in excess of 40mph. Rain is forecast for the duration. 
 
The Clerk had contacted the insurers regarding event cover given the weather and 
sought guidance regarding gazebos and fair rides.  
Provided that you have identified potential risks and controlled them where possible 
via risk control measures to a degree that can be deemed a ‘reasonable precaution’, 
then I can confirm that you would be covered adequately under the Public Liability 
insurance. Unfortunately we cannot advise on particulars and what you should 
consider as ‘reasonable’. 
Our best advice would be to consider whether the fair rides and gazebo come with 
any recommendations from the manufacturer re certain weather. 
 
Question - should we cancel all outside elements or consider reduced scale outside 
elements?  
 
St Mary’s and Hope Methodist have inside stalls.  

  
 Fair Rides 

Big wheel and flying chairs already withdrawn as can’t operate safely in high winds. 
Helter Skelter withdrawn as can’t operate in wet weather conditions. Ian Taylor has 
confirmed all other rides can attend as safe to operate in high wind or are in trailer 
units. Fair have indicated they will attend if council decide to continue in a reduced 
scale.   
 
Street Stalls 
Blanket ruling of no gazebos due to predicted wind gusts. Council to offer trading 
from the back of cars or vans. Suggest 50% refund if take up this offer. If decline or 
not possible then offer full refund. Agreed refunds required as goodwill gesture and 
to ensure co-operation in future years.   
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Ashgrove have some space and offered their premises for the charity stalls. Charity 
stalls to be directed to them for timing and arrangements.  
 
Stage 
Clerk has spoken to the stage provider and the scope of use for high winds. Can be 
used in much higher winds than predicated. Rain can cause problems for the stage 
performances due to wet and slippery floor. Agreed not safe for the dance school 
nor for the school performances. The church have offered to host the school 
performances in the church or Bede House. Agreed go ahead with the stage and 
afternoon performances if the rain allows. 2pm to 6pm. Church can be used as an 
alternative if weather prevents. As a bare minimum the Mayor will go on stage for 
the light switch-on.  
 
Event Timing 
With school performances offered the move to the church it was agreed Sparkle be 
scaled back to 2pm to 6pm to align with (hopefully) the stage timings.    
 
Tourism will still have Santas Grotto. Sleigh and Nafi Van yet to be decided. Tourism 
will advise in due course.  
 

 Budget considered. Clerk had re-run assuming no fair income and refund to all of the  
traders. Worst case scenario is £2000 in deficit expenditure against income (includes 
£10000 council budget allocation).  
 

 Agreed to cancel Morris Men.  
 Agreed that reindeers still attend (location to be agreed following Tourism decision)  
 Seek to reduce Security cover 
 Road closure still required, to commence 10am latest.  
 Portable toilets, barriers, radios, tower light and First Aid still required.  
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

27th AUGUST 2024 
 

REPORT: Blue Plaques, 12 Market Square and 67 High Street  
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield 
 
 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES To enhance and promote the historic and cultural heritage 

of Higham Ferrers and safeguard the unique identity and 
the natural and built environment of the town.  

POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage  

There will be financial implications x 
There is provision within budget x 
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure  
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk  
APPENDICIES  Higham Ferrers Tourism blue plaque trail leaflet  

Battle of Britain London Monument - F/O E D CREW 
(bbm.org.uk) 
Photo of rectangular green plaque to 67 High Street 

 
1. PURPOSE 
1.1. To consider a request for the supply and install of a blue plaque to 12 Market Square 

(Wilson Browne Solicitors) to honour Edward Dixon Crew.   
1.2. To consider the supply and install of a blue plaque to 67 High Street. 
  
 12 MARKET SQUARE 
2.  BACKGROUND  
2.1. The following request has been received:- 
 I would like to ask the Council about their interest in having another blue plaque installed. 

The individual remembered would be Edward Dixon Crew, who was born in Market Square 
and fought during the Battle of Britain as one of “the Few”: 
Battle of Britain London Monument - F/O E D CREW (bbm.org.uk) 
I would suggest there might be wider interest from the RAF and the Battle of Britain 
Historical Society, especially as the 85th anniversary of the Battle of Britain will be 
recognised on 15th September next year. I think that the house on Market Square is now 
owned by Wilson Browne. 

  
3. FOR CONSIDERATION  
3.1. The blue plaque trail consists of 18 plaques. The blue plaque trail leaflet is contained within 

the appendices. The leaflet identifies the location of the 18 plaques and provides an 
overview of the reason for each building or feature forming part of the trail.   

  
3.2. Higham Ferrers Tourism Group have been consulted and have provided the following 

feedback, with precise below:- 
There are already numerous plaques throughout the town and given the size of the town it is 
deemed we’re essentially ‘at capacity’. The plaques in the town are a connection with 
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important buildings, rather than individuals. A dedicated street name may be a better option 
to honour Edward Dixon Crew.  

  
3.3. 12 Market Square is a listed building in private ownership and the necessary consents will 

be required if the council is minded to support the request and fund the supply and install.  
  
4. 67 HIGH STREET 
4.1. BACKGROUND 
 The plaque to 67 High Street is not a blue plaque but a rectangular green plaque. The 

property owner did not give consent to a blue plaque at the time the original plaques were 
installed. The owner has subsequently approached the council to give consent to a blue 
plaque should the council be minded to fund the supply and install.  

  
5.  FOR CONSIDERATION 
5.1. Higham Ferrers Tourism Group have been consulted and have provided the following 

feedback, with precise below:- 
No objection but make suggestion that the blue plaque be in addition to the black plaque 
rather than a replacement. Concern the removal of the square plaque leave a wall mark and 
look odd when the blue plaque is installed. They query what would be the preference from 
the owner. 

  
5.2. The owner has confirmed they seek the blue plaque as a direct replacement for the 

rectangular green plaque. The green plaque was installed by the owners at the time they 
purchased the property and there has subsequently been a change of stance.  

  
6. BLUE PLAQUE COSTS 
6.1. A blue plaque from the former supplier, including fixings and delivery, in the region of 

£275.  Price may vary according to the level of detail. Installation would be in the region of 
£25. Budget price £300 per blue plaque. 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

17th DECEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT: Asset of Community Value listing, Open Space near School Lane 
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield 
 
BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES N/A 
POLICIES REFERENCED Memorial Bench Guidelines  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage x 

There will be financial implications  
There is provision within budget  
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY N/A 
APPENDICIES  Letter dated 5th November 2024 from NNC Principal 

Community Property Officer 
Reports to council dated 13th August 2019 and 24th September 
2019  
Correspondence and report of ENDC of 12th March 2020.  

 
1. PURPOSE 
1.1. To consider whether to submit an application to register the open space near School Lane as 

an Asset of Community Value.  
  
2.  THE BACKGROUND 
2.1. Notice has been received from North Northants Council that the Asset of Community Value 

(ACV) listing for the open space near School Lane is due to expire on the 14th January 2025. 
The council successfully registered the open space in January 2020.  

  
2.2. Attached are the former Clerk’s reports that were considered by the council that led to the 

nomination to list the land as an asset. Also attached is the subsequent letter and report from 
the former East Northants District Council advising of the listing.   

  
3.  FOR CONSIDERATION  
3.1. At the time of the listing the land was owned by BDW Trading Limited. It is understood the 

land transferred to Sovereign Fields Management Company Limited who use Hegarty 
Property Management as their managing agents for the land. Sovereign Fields Management 
Company Limited also own additional parcels of land near Patenell Way which include the 
zig zap path open space land down to Phase 5 of the Kings Meadow estate.    

  
3.2.  A previous management company went bust and this caused concern at the time regarding  

the protection of the land as open space and ultimately led to the decision to nominate the 
land as an ACV.  

  
3.3. The Clerk is seeking confirmation of the title registration for the land. If nomination is 

favoured council should note that other parcels of land are also owned by Sovereign Fields 
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Management Company Limited and these may also wish to be considered for nomination. 
Other areas of open space under managing agents have not been nominated previously.    
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