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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION 

COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.30PM 

IN THE TOWN HALL, MARKET SQUARE, HIGHAM FERRERS 

PRESENT: 

Cllr C O’Rourke (Chairman) 

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting 

Cllr V K Paul 

Cllr G Kelly 

Cllr B Spencer (as substitute) 

Cllr S Prosser (as substitute) 

Miss A Schofield (Town Clerk) 

Mrs E M Arrow (Assistant Clerk) 

1 member of the public 

1. APOLOGIES

Cllr H L Jackson, Cllr P McCann, Cllr P Tomas.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

3. MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2024 be approved and signed by the

Chairman as a true and correct record.

4. PUBLIC FORUM

None.

5. SPORTS AND HIRE FEES REVIEW

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:

That the current sports and hire fees for 2024-25 remain unchanged for 2025-26, as

follows:-

Sports Clubs and Facility Fees

• Football Clubs: Football Pitch only - £16 per match. With Changing Rooms -

£25 per match. With access to Pavilion for Toilets - £9.50 per match.

• Cricket Club: Cricket Pitch - £220 per season. Changing Rooms - £300 per

season. The above charge is per season assuming a match each weekend,

additional matches may be charged pro rata’d at the above rate.

• Tennis Club: - £162.50 per quarter to include all matches, club and coaching

sessions and use of the cabin.

Casual Hire of Tennis Courts and MUGA 

• Tennis Court Hire - £5 per hour. Half price if a Tennis Club Member.

• Regular users - seasonal fee of £50 per annum.

• MUGA - £10 per hour

School Use of Facilities  

Fee for the period after May half term through to the end of summer term period, £300. 

Sports Pavilion Hire 

Category of Hire 

Room Type Price per Hour (£) 

(Mondays –  

Price per Hour (£) 

(Sundays/Public 

1

1



13 

 

Saturdays inclusive) Bank Holidays) 

Commercial Hall 1 £12.50 £18.75 

Charity Hall 1 £10 £15 

Community Hall 1 £.9.50 £14.25 

Under 13’s Party Hall 1 £8.50 £12.75 

Private Function / 

Party 

Hall 1 £11 £16.50 

If you are a group, individual or organisation offering free health and wellbeing services 

to residents of the town, the council will consider offering free use of this facility on a 

case by case basis. 

 Hire of Castle Fields 

 The use of Castle Fields for fairs etc. be subject to negotiation by the Clerk, with a 

minimum fee of £500. 

 Outdoor Events on Town Council owned Open Spaces 

 • Local Community/Charity based in Higham Ferrers - No charge (but 

donations accepted for upkeep) 

• Local Community/Charity based outside of Higham Ferrers - £50 per day. 

• Commercial other – subject to negotiation by Clerk, minimum of £150 per 

day. 

• Corporate – subject to negotiation by Clerk, minimum of £300 per day. 

• Local Government events promoting sports, health and wellbeing for the 

Higham Ferrers community – No charge (but donations accepted for upkeep). 

• Fitness sessions/dance/activity classes – If there is no fee charged by the hirer 

to their participants – No charge (but donations accepted for upkeep). If there is 

a fee charged by the hirer to their participants - £10 per session held. 

  

6. REVIEW OF THE FREE USE OF THE PAVILION 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the continued free use of the pavilion is permitted for both AK Fitness Training and 

the Book Exchange. 

  

7. LARKIN GARDENS PLAY AREAS 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That the council adopt the play area adjacent to 57 Larkin Gardens and the play area 

adjacent to 20 Larkin Gardens subject to agreement on the commuted sums. That the 

Clerk be delegated to agree the commuted sum within the range specified.   

  

8. BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That a Biodiversity Action Plan be approved. 

  

9. TREE PLANTING, SAFFRON ROAD RECREATION GROUND 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That two 12-14ft swedish white beam trees be planted at Saffron Road Recreation 

Ground with a budget of £750 approved for the cost of the purchase and planting of the 

trees plus associated stakes, tree ties and metal guards. 

  

10. PARISH PATHS WARDEN REPORT 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the Parish Paths Warden report is received and noted with thanks to Marion Darnell.  
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11.  ITEMS TO REPORT 

 Cllr Whiting attended an event in Rushden that was run by NNC and had sports clubs, 

police, a fire engine, water slide, golf and other activities available for attendees. The 

event was free for activities and attendance. It was very well run and received and Cllr 

Whiting asks if we can request the event be brought to Higham Ferrers next year. 

  

12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

12th November 2024 

Chairman 

 

Date 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

12th NOVEMBER 2024 
 
REPORT: Riverside Park Improvement Project, Landscape and Ecological Management Plan 

 
REPORT AUTHOR: Assistant Clerk, Emily Arrow 

 
 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  Yes 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES Yes 
POLICIES REFERENCED Biodiversity Policy 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage x 

There will be financial implications  
There is provision within budget x 
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk, Assistant Clerk 
APPENDICES  Landscape and Ecological Management Plan for Riverside 

Park 
 

1. PURPOSE 
1.1. To consider the recommendations from the Landscape and Ecological Management Plan for 

Riverside Park. 
  
2. BACKGROUND 
2.1. A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) has been carried out at Riverside Park to establish 

what habitats are present in the area. 
  
2.2. Following that, it was agreed that a Landscape and Ecological Management Plan would be 

written using the data gathered for the PEA and further observations from the area to better 
help the council to manage the area and protect and enhance the existing habitats. 

  
3. LANDSCAPE AND ECOLOGICAL MAMAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY 
3.1. The Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (EMP) in full forms the appendices and 

below is a short summary of the recommendations that have come from it.  
  
3.2.  

 Summary points:-  
1. Any proposed clearance works should only be carried out between March-

September to protect the habitats of herptiles, hedgehogs and other species 
common on the site. 

To note 

2. Phased cutting should be undertaken on clearance sites, to enable any 
herptiles present to disperse safely. 

To note 
& GM  

3. A similar phased cutting approach should be adopted for any grass 
clearance near the riverbanks, to allow any voles to disperse safely. 

To note 
& GM 

4. Should we wish to undertake any major clearance we should carry out a 
badger survey no more than one month prior to the clearance to ensure no 
badger setts have been constructed. 

To note 

5. Precautions should be taken to minimise machinery/noise levels too close 
to any nesting birds. 

To note 

4

4



6. All trees on site should be retained unless a tree survey indicates a tree 
needs felling for health and safety purposes. Any tree removal should also 
incorporate replacement tree planting. 
 

In line 
with our 
policy  

7. If we decide to carry out clearance works we have to accept it will result 
in habitat loss and loss of commuting corridors for wildlife, but will create 
more open spaces for public use. 
 

To note 

8. To compensate for any loss of habitat, clearance works could be mitigated 
with new policies to retain areas of neutral grassland with a relaxed 
mowing regime and potential planting of wildflowers.  

To note  

9. There is also potential for enhancement of scrub with native species and 
some regeneration of woodland. 

To 
consider 

10. It is recommended that 8 bat boxes be installed on mature trees in the 
woodland area. 

To 
approve  

11. It is recommended that 8 bird boxes be installed on mature trees in the 
woodland area 

To 
approve  

12. It is recommended that 2 hedgehog houses be installed within retained 
areas of scrub. 

To 
approve 

13. It is recommended that 2 hibernacula (animal refuge) be created using 
natural materials such as logs, stone, vegetation etc for use by herptiles. 

To 
approve 

14. It is recommended a minimum of 4 bee and insect houses be installed 
throughout the site on woodland and scrub edges. 

To 
approve 

 

  
4. FOR CONSIDERATION  
4.1. Do council wish to act upon point 9. above and the suggestion of potential enhancement of 

scrub with native species and some regeneration of woodland. If so, next step is to 
understand process and the associated cost.  

  
5. RECOMMENDATION 
5.1. That at least 8 bat boxes, 8 bird boxes, 2 hedgehog houses and 4 bee and insect houses be 

installed at Riverside Park at the locations suggested within the Landscape and Ecological 
Management Plan. Cost £1110 to be met from 340/4844 Riverside Park.  

5.2.  That volunteers and/or staff create 2 hibernacula. That a budget of £250 be set for any 
materials required that cannot be located from the council’s own landholding. Cost to be 
met from 340/4844 Riverside Park.    
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http://www.eoebiodiversity.org/pdfs/BS42020.pdf
http://www.cieem.net/data/files/Publications/EcIA_Guidelines_Terrestrial_Freshwater_and_Coastal_Jan_2016.pdf
http://www.cieem.net/data/files/Resource_Library/Technical_Guidance_Series/GPEA/GPEA_April_2013.pdf
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/19446/development_strategy_2026_-_development_plan_document.pdf
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/19446/development_strategy_2026_-_development_plan_document.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1377
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1378
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

12th NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT: Roman Way Verges – Post Request 
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Assistant Clerk, Emily Arrow 
 
 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES N/A 
POLICIES REFERENCED  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage  

There will be financial implications  
There is provision within budget  
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk 
APPENDICES   

 
1. PURPOSE 
1.1. To consider a request for posts/bollards to be installed on the grass verge area at Roman Way 

to prevent vehicles parking. 
  
2. BACKGROUND 
2.1. In July 2021 a similar request was made to install bollards on the grass verge area at Roman 

Way after a complaint was made to the police about commercial vehicles parking there during 
evenings and weekends. 
 
At the time the police advised that vehicles parking on the grass verge were not parked 
illegally and therefore were not subject to enforcement. There was no ‘obstruction’ in the eyes 
of the law as the term ‘obstruction’ in traffic law does not mean the obstruction of view but 
the obstruction of access roads/driveways. The police advised all they could do is approach 
the owners of the vehicles and ask them to park more considerably. It would fall to the council 
to make adjustments to the verges such as bollards to stop vehicles from gaining access. 
 
The cost of 4 x bollards at the time of July 2021 was quoted at £52-124 per bollard with a 
suggested budget of £1200-1800 to include all installation. An alternative was suggested;  
large rocks, with a budget cost for supply and placement of 10 sandstone quarry rocks (1.5-2 
tonnes) quoted at £2650 in July 2021.  
 
The minute and resolution from the July committee meeting was as follows:- 
It was noted by councillors that the grass area did not look particularly worn. The Clerk had 
written to the companies whose vans were seen parking on the grass verge and this may have 
helped to resolve the issue. There are general parking issues in the area aside the reported 
use of the grass verge. The PCSO is including the area in her patrols. 
RESOLVED: 
That bollards are not installed on the grass area in Roman Way as a means to prevent vehicles 
parking. 

  
3. REQUEST  
3.1. This latest request has come directly to the council from a resident in the area, as follows: 

38
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Can something be done to prevent parking on the grass verges/areas in Roman Way? This is 
causing significant amenity and road safety visibility issues. 
 
The resident reports that in the evenings the verge is almost always completely full with 
parked vehicles and they believe that posts would be a preferred solution to the issue. 

  
4. CONSIDERATIONS 
4.1. Following receipt of the request our Parks, Open Spaces and Facilities Supervisor has 

visited the site to assess the condition of the grass verges. He advises the verges were in a 
fairly good condition at the time of inspection but that because the inspection took place at 
the end of August it’s understandable that the condition of the grass may deteriorate more in 
the winter months. 

  
4.2. The PCSO was asked to visit Roman Way at the time of this request and has been asked to 

visit over the years since July 2021.  
  
4.3. This is not the only place within the town where parking on grass verges is perceived to be 

an issue and if posts are installed on Roman Way it may give rise to further requests/set a 
precedence.  

  
4.4. Installing posts may simply move the parking problem elsewhere on Roman Way or the 

surrounding estate roads.  
  
4.5. In other areas of the estate some of the open space areas have knee-high fencing installed to 

their edge. This fencing was originally installed by the developers. This fencing has been 
removed, and not replaced, in some locations following damage or decay/end of life. 
Replacement has only taken place if there is a proven need for the retention of knee-high 
fencing based on risk.   

  
4.6. Given the lapse of time since July 2021 the committee is asked to consider the request and if 

any further action is needed.   
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

12th NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT: Skatepark Remodelling 
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield  
 
 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES Business Forward Plan short to medium term project  
POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage  

There will be financial implications See 
4.4 

There is provision within budget  
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure  
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk 
APPENDICES  May 2024 Annual Inspection Report for Saffron Road play area 

and skatepark 
Remodelling sketch plans 

 
1. PURPOSE 
1.1. To agree to undertake skatepark remodelling work.  
  
2. BACKGROUND 
2.1. The Skatepark has been in constant use (apart from the short period during Covid) since it 

was constructed in 2015. However, it is now in need of some remedial repair.  
  
2.2. The steep banking is now eroding quite rapidly on the end closest to the football pitch and 

the bonded rubber mulch is in a very poor condition, to the extent where it is becoming a 
trip hazard and therefore a health and safety issue.  

  
2.3. The bonded rubber mulch was applied in 2018 and extended in 2019. It was applied to both 

ends to address the problems faced with soil erosion and exposure of the concrete 
foundations and it did significantly help to addresses the problem. The end nearest the 
football pitch is the more open end and doesn’t have the car park railings at the base of the 
bank like the Pavilion end. The children tend to congregate to this end more frequently. It is 
the end that has suffered a higher level of vandalism to the bonded rubber mulch and was 
the end, pre the application of the bonded rubber mulch, that suffered the greater level of 
soil erosion and concrete foundation exposure.   

  
2.4. The bonded rubber mulch did not extend all the way down the banking so the point at which 

it ends on the grass soil bank is, and always was, a potential line of weakness. In addition, 
vandalism over time to the bonded rubber mulch has resulted in sections becoming loose and 
missing. This has increased the soil erosion and has re-exposed concrete. Once sections of the 
bonded rubber mulch lift, the children pull at the sections and it works itself looser and breaks 
away. 
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2.5. The bonded rubber mulch to the skatepark end nearest the Pavilion has fared much better than 
the end nearest the football pitch and is considered not to currently require any improvement 
work.  

  
2.6. The skatepark was last independently inspected in May as part of the annual play inspections 

by Seagrave Inspection Services Ltd. The report forms part of the appendices and with 
reference to the skatepark, the end banks were noted within the report, with a risk factor of 
12 applied and recommendation of monitor to improve/repair this condition.   

  
2.7. To act upon the loss of bonded rubber mulch and the findings of the annual play inspection 

report, Wheelscape, who carried out the original construction of the skatepark, have been 
out to the site and carried out an assessment of the football pitch end. They assessed for:- 

1. Like for like repair to the bonded rubber mulch.  
2. Remodelling in which to lengthen the landing area and build a shallower run off 

area in order to reduce the wear and tear on that end of the skatepark. 
  
3. REPAIR TO BONDED RUBBER MULCH  
3.1. As a minimum, like for like repair to the bonded rubber mulch is required. Quotes for this 

have not been obtained. As an indicator, the cost in 2018 for the football pitch end initial lay 
of the bonded rubber mulch was £2438 and subsequent extension £3606, total cost to date 
£6044. 
  

4. REMODELLING PROPOSAL 
4.1. The remodelling work proposed is to lengthen the concrete landing area by extending it by 

1m, therefore doubling its size. The proposal includes building a more shallow soil bank 
whilst still leaving space between the skatepark and the football pitch. Wheelscape have 
suggested seeding the bank beyond the extended concrete landing with grass seed. This may 
not be the best solution, as this was the original construction pre the bonded mulch. Other 
possibilities are bonded rubber mulch as before, or perhaps wetpour or artificial grass. 

  
4.2. If the remodelling works to the football pitch end of the skatepark were to be undertaken, 

the skatepark would need to be closed for a period of time and probably not less than 2 
weeks. 

  
4.3. There would be a need to import soil for the work. We have a soil stockpile at the cemetery 

and using some of this supply would lessen the reliance on purchase and import from 
further afield thus offering some cost savings. 
 

4.4. The estimated cost for this work is in the region of £20,000. There is currently no budget for 
the remodelling work so, timeframe dependent, the cost would be met from EMR Higham 
Ferrers Improvement Fund or as an identified project by budget allocation 2025/26. 

  
5. RECOMMENDATION 
5.1. In order to try and better future proof the practicality of use and the long term cost of repair 

and maintenance of the skatepark it is recommended:- 
That the remodelling work be undertaken with procurement by means of contract.  
That the contract specification include:- 

• Design based on the sketch plans 
• Flexibility to allow companies to come forward with their best solution for the 

finish to the shallower soil banking based on our detailed report of the problems 
experienced since construction.   

• A maximum budget to control expenditure.    
 That the cost of the project to be met from budget allocation 2025/26.  
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Page  of 1 16

Client: Higham Ferrers Town Council

Address: The Town Hall Market Square  Higham Ferrers 
Northants NN10 8BT

Date: 14th May 2024 

Inspector: Peter Briggs

Assessed site risk at time of inspection

High Risk (15)

Annual Inspection Report

Saffron Road Play Area & Skate Park

32 Manor Road  Barton Seagrave  Northants  NN15 6WD 

Mob: 07983 339879   Tel: 01536 724034 

Email: p.briggs@seagraveinspectionservices.co.uk 

www.seagraveinspectionservices.co.uk
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GENERAL COMMENTS

Monitor area and review all fixings for security. The concept of the Operational/Annual/Post 
Installation is to assist the customer in providing a programme of works as recommended with 
any findings or EN failures. Consider a robust maintenance and inspection schedule.  
Guidance should be given that the installation process has been followed as per the 
manufactures/suppliers instructions. 

The following notes form an important part of the inspection report - The equipment has been 
assessed to the relevant British version of the European Standard namely BSEN1176 for 
Playground Equipment, BSEN14974 for Wheeled Sports, BSEN15312 for Multi Use Games 
Areas and BSEN16630 for permanently installed Outdoor Fitness Gym Equipment. The 
standards mentioned are minimum standards and are not a legal requirement, where in the 
opinion of the Inspector compliance failure is noted then there is a risk assessed accordingly. 
Risk assessment is a legal requirement and should the need arise a court or a Health and Safety 
Inspector will ask to see the assessment, the level of risk has to be acceptable.  

Seagrave Inspection Services Ltd risk assessment is based on Peter Heseltine and Bob Cooks 
Third Edition Assessing Risk on Children’s Playgrounds, this is not a definitive list of terms of all 
equipment, however; the book principles will be applied, other factors such as accident statistics, 
Inspectors experience are also relevant. 

Inspections are non-dismantling, for equipment that disappears into enclosed fixings dismantling 
inspection will be advised accordingly. Equipment over 2.5 metre heights are excluded from 
Seagrave Inspection Services Ltd, for wear parts above this height an advisory note will be 
provided if felt necessary.  

Structural loadings should be provided by the manufacturer for all types of above mentioned 
equipment.  
Guidance should be sought from the supplier for certification that the depth or type of surfacing 
used meets EN1177 for HIC requirements. 

This report indicates the assessed level of risk at the time of visiting and not a given or implied 
guarantee to the installation process or product warranty. No dismantling of equipment took place 
or any other general maintenance. This report also does not confirm the playground will remain 
free from possible product conflict for the period until the next audit. Refer to the owner of the 
play area for any routine or operational inspections and the manufacturers recommended 
schedules for ongoing maintenance/inspection requirements before and after this audit. 

There are three levels of inspection; Routine, Operational and Annual. The Annual Inspection 
checks the Operational and the Operational checks the Routine Inspections. A risk assessment is 
also provided where considered necessary and categorised on a score rating as follows; 

            Risk rating 	 	 	          Action 

            1 - 3 	   Very Low Risk 	          Monitor 

            4 - 7 	   Low Risk 	 	          Monitor and take reasonable action if required 

            8 - 12	   Medium Risk		          Take action to reduce if possible 

            13 - 20	  High Risk	 	          Take action ASAP to implement control measures  

            21+	   Unacceptable Risk	          Remove or immobilise immediately 
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Item Findings Comments and 
Recommendations

Access Monitor None

Pathways Acceptable Monitor

Fencing Average See report

Gate(s) Acceptable Monitor use 

Sign(s) Present: Average See report 

Seat(s) Below Average See report

Litter Bin(s) Acceptable Monitor 

Cleanliness Acceptable Monitor area

Planting Trees 
Grass

Monitor nearby trees 
Acceptable

Location Acceptable Monitor use

ANCILLARY ITEMS

Ancillary items such as; seats, litter bins, gates, planting form part of the inspection along 
with comments relating to the facilities in close proximity to roadways, water courses, 
electrical substations, overhead cables and any structure considered a hazard i.e. general 
safety of the area.
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Horse Rocker

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
Split gator evident. 

Recommendation: 
Consider replacement. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Elephant Rocker

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
Split gator evident. 

Recommendation: 
Consider replacement. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Toddler Multiplay

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

6

6
No faults found during the inspection.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item 2 Bay 4 Cradle Swing 

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour & Rubber Bonded Fibre

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8

8

8

3

Chain/connecting link(s) wear evident.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to replace at 40% dia wear.  

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above comment.  

Crutch strap perishing. 

Recommendation: 
Replace as required. 

1 x seat missing.  

Recommendation: 
Replace missing seat and chains as required. 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Arch Climber

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

10

10
Trip point evident. 

Recommendation: 
Repair this condition asap.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Motorbike Rocker

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
Split gator evident. 

Recommendation: 
Consider replacement. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Slide 1 of 2

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

12

12

12

7

7

Dents in chute with sharp edges. 

Recommendation: 
Carry out improvements to this condition. 

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above recommendation.  

Corrosion/rust evident. 

Recommendation: 
Consider re-painting. 

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above comment.  

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Twin Tower Multiplay

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Rubber Bonded Fibre 

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

6

6
No faults found during the inspection.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Roundabout

Supplier Europlay

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7
Worn bearing evident.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to replace as required. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item See Saw

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Rubber Bonded Fibre

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8

Lateral movement evident on beam. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition to repair as required. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Multiplay Unit

Supplier Playdale 

Surface Rubber Bonded Fibre

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8
Damage evident to rope section. 

Recommendation: 
Consider repairs/replacement of rope. 
  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Agility Trail

Supplier Playdale 

Surface Grass

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

6

6
No faults found during the inspection.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this area.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance No
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Tractor Climber

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7

7

5

Corrosion/rust evident. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this item for deterioration & structural integrity. 

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above comment.  

Dents evident in chute. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition. 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item 2 Bay 4 Flat Swing 

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Rubber Bonded Fibre 

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

12

12

10

Chain/connecting link(s) wear evident.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to replace at 40% dia wear.  

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above comment.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Rocking Horse

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

10

8

10

7

Delamination evident in places.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to keep rubbed down to prevent splinters.  

Wet pour shrinkage in places causing trip issues.  

Recommendation: 
Repair this condition asap.  

Bearing stiff.  

Recommendation: 
Carry out improvements to this unit. 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Spring Disc

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
Split(s) evident in gator. 

Recommendation: 
Replace as required. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Slide 2 of 2

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5

4

5

2 x bolts missing on slide start section under platform. 

Recommendation: 
Consider replacing missing bolts. 

Wet pour shrinkage in places.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair this condition.  

Dents evident in chute. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition. 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Rope Swing

Supplier Unknown 

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8
Trip point evident. 

Recommendation: 
Repair this condition asap.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance N/a Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Fencing (Play Area)

Supplier N/a

Surface N/a

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7

6

Fencing loose in ground. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair this condition.  

Distorted fence panel.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Zip Line

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

15

7

8

8

15

Chain/connecting link(s) wear evident.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to replace at 40% dia wear.  

Gaps evident in grass matting. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair this condition. 

Review recommended inspection and maintenance 
schedules as detailed from the supplier/manufacturer for zip 
line unit.  

Bolt protruding from shackle not fully tightened up? 

Recommendation: 
Investigate for integrity asap. 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Overhead Rotator

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
No faults found during the inspection.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

53

53



Page  of 11 16

Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Outdoor Gym - Hip Glider

Supplier Fresh Air Fitness

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8

8

Missing/damaged foot support blocks. 

Recommendation: 
Replace as required asap. 

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above comment.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Outdoor Gym - Skier

Supplier Fresh Air Fitness

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7
No signage evident. 

Recommendation: 
Consider signage. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Outdoor Gym - Bike

Supplier Fresh Air Fitness

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7
No signage evident. 

Recommendation: 
Consider signage. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance N/a Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Bench(s)

Supplier Unknown 

Surface N/a

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7

7

6

Decay evident on bench(s). 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition. 

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above comment.  

Green metal bench missing end caps. 

Recommendation: 
Replace missing caps. 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Outdoor Gym - Multi Press Unit 

Supplier Fresh Air Fitness

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7
No signage evident. 

Recommendation: 
Consider signage. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance No Surface EN Compliance Yes Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Outdoor Gym - Hip Twister

Supplier Fresh Air Fitness

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8
Missing/damaged foot support blocks. 

Recommendation: 
Replace as required asap. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

55

55



Page  of 13 16

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Concrete Skate Area (High Risk Activity)

Supplier Unknown 

Surface Concrete

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

13

12

12

7

10

Steep drop on banks to skate area. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to improve these areas. 

Rubber bonded fibre showing signs of breaking up and 
migrating onto the riding surface. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to improve/repair this condition. 

Damaged signage evident. 

Recommendation: 
Repair as required. 

Slight damage evident to riding surface. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition.  

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance N/a

Item MUGA

Supplier Play Innovation 

Surface Tarmac

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8

8

Protruding bolt(s) evident to signage.  

Recommendation: 
Cut back as required.  

As above finding.  

Recommendation: 
As above comment.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item EN Compliance N/a Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Signage 

Supplier Unknown 

Surface N/a

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8
Protruding bolt(s) evident to signage.  

Recommendation: 
Cut back as required.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

12th NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT: Accessible Play Equipment 
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield 
 
 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES N/A 
POLICIES REFERENCED  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage  

There will be financial implications x 
There is provision within budget  
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk 
APPENDICES  5-year Maintenance Plan for play areas 

 
1. PURPOSE 
 To consider a proposal from Councillor Vijay Paul. 
1.1. That the Council adopt a policy that any, and all, future pieces of play equipment can be 

‘accessed by all abilities’ on a new for old basis. 
1.2. That the Council reconsider placing 1-2 pieces of new play equipment at Saffron Road play 

area.  
1.3. That the new play equipment will either be installed to replace some old equipment, which 

could be removed, or to increase the enclosed play area to allow for more space to install the 
equipment. 

1.4. That the Council fund at least 50% of the procurement and installation of the play equipment 
and take on the maintenance of the same. 

  
2. BACKGROUND 
2.1. A local fundraising initiative has been set up by a couple to raise money for accessible play 

equipment at Saffron Road play area via ‘GoFundMe’ the fundraising platform. There has 
been liaison with individual councillors by the couple. The Clerk has sought a meeting with 
the couple. This proposal brings consideration of the local initiative of installing accessible 
play equipment at Saffron Road play area formally to the Council. 

  
2.2. The definition of ‘accessible equipment’ is quite broad and is generally assessed in 3 different 

ways – motor inclusion, sensory inclusion and mental inclusion. This encompasses a wide 
range of possibilities including wheelchair access, visual textures, audio or touch based 
equipment and areas that encourage socialisation. 

  
2.3. Inclusive pieces of play equipment are installed at our Nightingale Way play area, including 

a basket swing which allows for assisted transfer and a low level roundabout designed for 
wheelchair transfer. The toddler multiplay units at both Nightingale Way and Saffron Road 
have accessible elements included, such as play panels to promote mental stimulation. 

  
2.4. In March 2024 the Council received, as part of the Clerk’s Report to the Environment and 

Recreation Committee, a 5-year maintenance plan for its play areas, The plan was produced 
to help plan the budget for expected expenses within the play areas and was compiled 
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following weekly play area inspections (carried out by staff), annual play area inspections 
(external) and staff knowledge of where potential weaknesses and failures in current 
equipment are starting to appear. Any pieces of existing equipment coming to the end of their 
life and will need to potentially be replaced in the coming years are also identified. As part of 
this process the Council intends to focus on ensuring that any replacement equipment can 
serve a wide variety of needs. The 5-year plan presented in March 2024 forms part of the 
appendices. The maintenance plan is a document that is intended for regular review. The 
extract below is for Saffron Road play area.  
Saffron Road play area equipment 

• 3 springers refurbish 2024/25 (agenda item)
• Replace adult swing seats 2024/25 (part)
• Replace chains rope swing 2024/25 (complete)

Saffron Road play area surfacing 
• Arch Climber 2024/25 (complete)
• Tractor 2025/26
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Maintenance

2024/2
5

2025/2
6

2026/2
7

2027/2
8

2028/2
9

Saffron Road Play Area 

Equipment

3 springers refurbish

Replace adult swing seats

Replace chains rope swing

Saffron Road Play Area 

Surfacing

Arch Climber

Tractor

Fitzwilliam Leys

Equipment

Multiplay Unit

Cockeral Springer

Fitzwilliam Leys

Surfacing

Whole area

Villa Rise

Equipment

Large slide replace half rounds 

Villa Rise 

Surfacing

Wooden Edging 

Replenish bark chip 

Bonded mulch replacement 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 

12th NOVEMBER 2024 

REPORT: Public Open Space (POS) Land to the Front of Henry Chichele Primary School 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES 
POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage 

There will be financial implications x 
There is provision within budget 
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 
Decisions may give rise to potential income 

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk 
APPENDICES Report to Environment and Recreation Committee March 2024 

1. PURPOSE
1.1 To consider how the Public Open Space (POS) land to the front of Henry Chichele Primary 

School, School Lane, may be used. 

2. BACKGROUND
2.1. In January council made the decision not to reopen the land to the front of Henry Chichele 

Primary School for car parking, with the matter passed to the Environment and Recreation 
Committee for them to consider how the space may be used going forward. In March the 
committee resolved: 
That quotes are sought for establishing a ‘community garden’ with raised beds, benches and 
a medium sized tree as a centre piece, with the longer term aim to ask the school if they 
would like to get involved in looking after the garden with the pupils. 

2.2. The Clerk met with the Head of Henry Chichele Primary School in October. The school has 
a sizeable play area to the rear of the school. This includes a large grass playing field, hard 
standing with outside canopy lunch area, surface painted games, play equipment and themed 
play huts.  There is a small woodland walk, a pond area and 2 separate areas that both 
contain a series of raised beds for planting. The school are fortunate to have these areas and 
are already busy with the work that comes in maintaining them. Given their on-site facilities 
there is, quite understandably, a reluctance to become involved in having access to and 
helping to look after additional raised beds or a ‘community garden’. The school did 
indicate a willingness to be involved in future considerations for the area, for example, 
involvement with designing any features, installations, play equipment, planting proposals 
etc. that council might consider for the land.   

3. COSTS
3.1. To provide an indicator for costs:-

• Picnic benches, up to £1000 for recycled plastic heavy duty.
• Benches, up to £1000 for the Eastgate style
• Planter, 3 tier similar to the two located in the Market Square, £800
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• Raised beds come in a variety of deigns and sizes. Price for a rectangular 2m x
0.75m and 0.35m high, wood treated bed, up to £360. Bespoke designs are available
with seating included.

• Tree planting is species and size dependent and further guidance would be required
to form a planting plan. As an indicator, the cost at the time to plant the 5 Swedish
white beam trees on Saffron Road Recreation Ground at approximately 12-14ft tall,
including compost, stakes and tree ties was £1,381.25. This excludes the metal
guards that were later installed to protect against vandalism.

4. FOR CONSIDERATION
4.1. Any ‘community garden’ is only as good as the community volunteers that care and look

after it. If volunteers don’t come forward, or can’t be found, garden maintenance will fall to 
the council and ultimately form part of the grounds maintenance contract with respective 
on-going costs.   

4.2. Prior to use for car parking, this POS was previously identified by the council and the 
community as underutilised. Reference is made to the council’s consultation and 
Community Plan, 2013. A seating area with planters was suggested in the past. 

4.3. The March report presented to this committee forms part of the appendices and set out some 
initial options for the land. Considering the March option report and the additional 
information presented in this report, council is asked to provide further guidance.  

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
5.1. There is no allocated budget for project/improvement works undertaken to the POS. Capital 

costs to be met from EMR Higham Ferrers Improvement Fund.  
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 

12th MARCH 2024 

REPORT: Public Open Space (POS) Land to the Front of Henry Chichele Primary School 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES Yes 
POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage 

There will be financial implications x 
There is provision within budget 
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 
Decisions may give rise to potential income 

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk 
APPENDICES Report to Town Council 30th January 2024 

1. PURPOSE
1.1 To consider how the POS land to the front of Henry Chichele Primary School, School Lane, 

may be used. 

2. BACKGROUND
2.1. Council considered in January what action to take regarding the POS land. The report to the 

January Town Council meeting is attached. The resolution from that meeting was:-  
That the area is left closed as it is at present and is not reopened for car parking. That the 
matter is passed to the Environment and Recreation Committee for them to consider how the 
space may be used going forward. 

2.2. The POS land to the front of henry Chichele Primary School was transferred to the council 
many years ago. It is understood the land was originally designed and set out by the 
developer with the intention that it could be used by the community for holding community 
events, such as fetes, craft fairs, fundraising activities etc. 

3. FOR CONSIDERATION
3.1. Committee is asked to provide direction on the preferred use of the land. This to guide staff

and enable directed and specific research on the practicality and associated costs of 
proposals. 

3.2. Options for the use of the POS land - which are by no means exhaustive:- 
• Community garden with raised beds
• Installation of outdoor gym/fitness equipment
• Picnic area with benches
• Fenced play area (note Fitzwilliam Leys play area is in proximity)
• Sculpture installation

3.3. Do Nothing. Council may choose not to do anything with this land. The area would remain 
closed for vehicle parking, with appearance and use as currently existing.  
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3.4. Seek the view of residents. Council may choose to undertake a survey of residents to gauge 
support for a specific proposal or to seek suggestions for possible uses.  If so, they are 
invited to provide guidance as to the form of the survey and the survey area; local to School 
Lane or town wide.   

  
4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
4.1. There is no allocated budget for project/improvement works undertaken to the POS. Capital 

costs to be met from EMR Higham Ferrers Improvement Fund.   
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

12th NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT: Painting of the Springers, Saffron Road Recreation Ground  
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield  
 
BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES Yes 
POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION 
 

There are no financial implications at this stage  
There will be financial implications £1182.75 x 
There is provision within budget 220/4280 x 
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure  
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk 
APPENDICES  May 2024 Annual Inspection Report for Saffron Road play area 

and skatepark 
5-year Maintenance Plan for the play areas 

 
1. PURPOSE 
1.1. To incur expenditure to repaint the springers at Saffron Road Recreation Ground play area.  
  
2. BACKGROUND 
2.1. The play area at Saffron Road Recreation Ground includes 3 springers, an elephant, a horse 

and a motorbike. The springers are Wicksteed springers and have been part of the play area 
for many years.   

  
2.2. The May 2024 Annual Inspection Report for the play area identified split gators on all 3 

springers. The replacement gators were placed on order, however, in that time, the spring of 
the horse springer broke and the horse was taken out of commission pending a replacement 
spring alongside the gator. It cannot be proven but the spring was found broken following 
morning inspection by the Park Warden. This leads us to believe it may have broken 
following an act of vandalism or rather zealous use.    

  
2.3. The repaint of the springers has been identified on the Maintenance Plan for the play areas. 

The springers are worn in appearance and while the horse is out of commission it is deemed 
an appropriate time to consider their repaint. 

  
3. COST TO REPAINT  
3.1. Cost to repaint £1182.75. This excludes removal and reinstall, collection and return delivery 

to site which will be undertaken by the Park Warden and Parks, Open Spaces and Facilities 
Supervisor.  

  
3.2. The repaint is undertaken off site. The springers will be out of commission while the work is 

undertaken.   
  

4.  RECOMMENDATION  
4.1. That the 3 springers at Saffron Road play area be repainted at a cost of £1182.75.  
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

12th NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT: High Pressure Washing and Moss Treatment, Tennis Courts and MUGA 
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield  
 
BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 
COUNCIL OBJECTIVES  
POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION 
 

There are no financial implications at this stage  
There will be financial implications £1495 per annum x 
There is provision within budget x 
Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure  
Decisions may give rise to potential income  

 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk 
APPENDICES   

 
1. PURPOSE 
1.1. To enter a 3-year contract for the annual provision of high pressure washing and moss 

treatment of the tennis courts and MUGA.  
  
2. BACKGROUND 
2.1. In 2020 the council entered a 3-year contract for high pressure washing and moss treatment 

of the tennis courts. At the same time the council considered including the MUGA into the 
contract. The decision was made to exclude the MUGA due to the guarantee for the new 
MUGA surface. The new surface came with a 3-year guarantee but the surfacing company 
advised that if we used a third party for high pressure washing they would not honour the 
guarantee as they couldn’t be sure the third party were using the correct equipment, at the 
correct pressure and using appropriate techniques. The guarantee period expired 
02/10/2023. 

  
2.2. The recommendation for the surfacing is that spraying with a moss killer should be done, 

the higher level of frequency is quoted as every 3 months. The current contract is annually 
but the Parks, Open Spaces and Facilities Supervisor monitors this and is in regular liaison 
with the tennis club. If additional spraying is thought necessary between the annual spray it 
can be arranged. Deep cleaning of the surfacing is recommended, although the advice states 
that every court location is different, as a guide they recommend having the court cleaned at 
least every couple of years. 

  
3. 3-YEAR CONTRACT RECOMMENDATION  
3.1. Given the expiry of the guarantee and the satisfactory performance and good working 

relationship under the current contract for the high pressure washing and moss treatment of 
the tennis courts, it is recommended that the MUGA be incorporated into contract. The price 
for a 3-year contract to cover years 2025 to 2027 for both the tennis courts and the MUGA 
is £1495. The current contract price for the tennis courts is £795. This is the only company 
that the Clerk has been able to find that offer a fixed price contract and it is recommended 
that it be entered to ensure the continued regular care of the tennis courts and MUGA. One-
off prices for just the tennis courts varied from £900 to £2325 in December 2023 so the 
contract offers value for money.  
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Higham Ferrers Parish Path Warden Report November 2024

Path VC15 walked 12.10.24. Looking good. 

Path VC26 walked 12.10.24 and 24.10.24. Path beside dog park is now excellent both sides, 
what a difference!

Thanks to the contracted team for their clearance work, it has been very well done this 
year. 

I am getting messages from FixMyStreet asking me to check paths when they have been 
told that the work is completed. I really like this, as in the past it was reported as 
complete but actually not done (or not done properly). They offer such a good service.
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