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MINUTES OF A STATUTORY MEETING OF HIGHAM FERRERS 

TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 27TH AUGUST 2024 AT 7.30PM   

AT THE TOWN HALL 

 

PRESENT: 

                                                The Mayor (Councillor V K Paul) 

The Deputy Mayor (Councillor G Salmon) 

Councillor Mrs P H Whiting Councillor H L Jackson 

Councillor C O’Rourke Councillor B Spencer 

Councillor Mrs C Reavey Councillor A M T Reading 

Councillor B Prigmore Councillor N Brown 

Councillor G Kelly  

Miss Alicia Schofield (Town Clerk) David Wicks (Mayor’s Sergeant) 

Mrs Emily Arrow (Assistant Clerk)  

  

4 members of the public  

 

24/688. PRAYERS 

 The meeting was opened with prayers led by Mother Louise Bishop. 

  

24/689. APOLOGIES 

 Cllr P McCann, Cllr P Tomas, Cllr Mrs J Bone, Cllr Mrs A Gardner, Cllr S Prosser 

  

24/690. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Other Interests 

Cllr H L Jackson – as a member of the Unitary Council he will consider all matters at 

Unitary level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at the 

Unitary tier. Therefore, he cannot be bound in any way by any view expressed in the 

parish tier or by the decisions of this Council. 

Cllr H L Jackson – item 13 - Cllr Jackson is a member of the Tourism group who have 

commented on this item. 

Cllr B Prigmore – item 19 – Operates the Book Exchange and is a regular user of the 

pavilion. 

  

24/691. MINUTES 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the meeting held on the 30th July 2024 be signed by the Mayor as 

being a true and correct record 

  

24/692. PUBLIC FORUM 

 A member of the public spoke in support of the book exchange that operates out of the 

Sports Pavilion. They expressed an interest in knowing more about the plans being 

considered for the renovation of the building and what this will mean for the future of 

the book exchange. The Clerk offered an appointment to review the plans.  

  

24/693. MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Mayor reported from the following engagements in July and August:- 

• 7th July – NMPAT performance and reception 

• 12th July – Nene Valley District Scouts AGM 

• 13th July – The Shrubbery’s Strawberry Fayre 

• 13th July – Welcomed the visitors from our twinned town of Hachenburg to 
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Higham Ferrers 

• 13th July - Party in the Park in Rushden 

• 14th July – Hosted a reception for the Hachenburg guests and the Twinning 

Association. 

• 14th July – Attended a BBQ lunch held at Chichele College for the 

Hachenburg guests. 

• 25th July – Led a council team in croquet playing for a cup in memory of 

Margaret Tuffnail 

• 27th July – Attended the monthly Farmers Market 

• 2nd August – Attended the Higham Ferrers Business Forum 

• 18th August – Brackley Car Show 

• 22nd August – Tourism luncheon and film showing 

• 22nd August – Led the council team in a second round of croquet at Chichele 

College 

  

24/694.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

 Police Report 

Link to crimes for June 2024. 

Local Crime Information for Market Square, Higham Ferrers, Rushden, NN10 8BT - 

June 2024 (streetcheck.co.uk) 

Please also see attached spreadsheet that tracks this months’ crimes against previous 

months.  

48 crimes for the month of June: - 

• Anti-social Behaviour  - 11 

• Burglary -1 

• Criminal Damage / Arson – 7 

• Drugs – 1 

• Other theft - 4 

• Public Order – 2 

• Shoplifting – 2 

• Vehicle crime -1 

• Violence / Sexual offences – 15 

• Other crime -2  

• Possession of weapons -1 

 

Grant Funding  

£5780 received from Locality to support consultancy costs for the Neighbourhood Plan 

Review. 

 

Voi Scooters 

The key statistics for voi scooters has been circulated. The statistics are for the whole 

of Northamptonshire. 

 

Community Governance Review Update from North Northamptonshire Council 

Council expressed an interest in undertaking the Community Governance Review of 

the town council arrangement. NNC have produced a draft timetable for the review 

which proposes consultation commencing in 2025 with each consultation period lasting 

for around 12 weeks. It is envisaged the review will be complete by 2026. The town 

council has already established a working party in readiness for the review.  
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Asssiatnce required at Heritage Day and Farmers’ Market. 

Help was sought from councillor with the manning of the town council gazebo at both 

events. Promotion to focus on the Town App and the Community Library and 

Wellbeing Hub.  

 

RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerk’s report be received and noted. 

  

24/695. QUESTIONS 

 None. 

  

24/696. REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES 

 None. 

  

24/697.  REPORTS FROM UNITARY COUNCILLORS  

 A report was circulated to councillors. 

  

24/698. FINANCE 

24/698.1. To approve accounts for payment as at 27th August 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

That the accounts for payment of £22,100.05 as at 27th August 2024 be approved for 

payment. 

24/698.2. To approve the bank account reconciliation as at 31st July 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

That the bank account reconciliation as at 31st July 2024 be signed by the Mayor after 

being checked by Cllr Mrs P H Whiting. 

24/698.3. To receive and note the budget report as at 31st July 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the budget report as at 31st July 2024 is received and noted. 

24/698.4. To approve the following expenditure:- 

 RESOLVED: 

(i) That the Assistant Clerk attend the SLCC 2 day National Training Conference at a cost 

of £585 be approved. 

(ii) That additional fencing works to supplement replacement fencing work to the boundary 

of the footpath at Higham Heights be approved at a cost of £1185. 

(iii) That 5 sets of Christmas lights sets for the Christmas Tree and 5 sets of Christmas lights 

for the Market Square trees be purchased at a cost of £565. 

  

24/699. COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 To receive and adopt the minutes of the following committees: - 

24/699.1. Planning and Development Committee held on the 13th August 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Planning and Development Committee held on the 13th August 

2024 be received and adopted. 

24/699.2. Policy and Resources Committee held on the 13th August 2024 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on the 13th August 2024 

be received and adopted. 

 RESOLVED: 

24/699.2.1 REVIEW OF POLICIES 

(i) Flag Flying Policy  

 That the Flag Flying Policy be approved with addition as follows:- 
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 Section ‘Union Flag’ 

Addition to the list of when the Union may be flown:-  

Last Saturday of June – Armed Forces Day (Armed Forces Day Flag) 

New Section ‘Twinning Flag’ 

Additional section at the end of the policy as follows: 

Twinning Flag  

According to the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government’s Plain 

English Guide to Flying Flags, the Council does not need consent to fly any country’s 

national flag.  

Higham Ferrers Town Council is twinned with Hachenburg in Germany. The German 

national flag may be flown when Higham Ferrers receives visitors from Hachenburg. 

(ii) Media Policy  

 That the Media Policy be approved subject to the removal of the words ‘where possible’ 

in the second sentence.  

(iii) That the following policies be reviewed without change:- 

 Graffiti Policy. 

 Memorial Safety Policy. 

 PAT Policy 

 Grant Award Policy. 

24/699.2.2 FLAGSTONE CASH DEPOSIT PLATFORM 

 That authority be delegated to the Clerk to move funds between the instant access 

accounts on the Flagstone cash deposit platform. That the Clerk will review the 

accounts performance at least once a month. That fund movement will be spread across 

the instant access accounts to best maximise interest payments, whilst placing funds in 

any one instant access account of no greater than £85,000 to align with the financial 

services compensation scheme.   

24/699.2.3 BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN 

 That the ‘Mission Statement’ and the ‘Objectives’ of the Business Forward Plan be 

reviewed without change.  

  

24/700. BLUE PLAQUES 

24/700.1. RESOLVED: 

That the council does not support the request for the supply and install of a blue 

plaque to 12 Market Square to honour Edward Dixon Crew. That future street naming 

be suggested as a more appropriate means of honour.  

24/700.2. RESOLVED: 

That the council purchase a blue plaque for 67 High Street subject to the owner  

installing it at their own cost and liability and subject to approval of the necessary 

consents.  

  

24/701. COMMUNITY LIBRARY AND WELLBEING HUB, VOLUNTEER 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 

24/701.1. To support the use of volunteers to carry out Community Library and Wellbeing Hub 

administrative work to assist the Community Connector 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the agenda item be taken to Personnel Committee for consideration.  

24/701.2. To incur expenditure for a new email address,  

communityhub@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk 

and for a Microsoft 365 business premium account at a cost of £18.10 per month.  

 RESOLVED: 

 That this agenda item be taken to Personnel Committee for consideration. 
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24/702. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the council submits an application for the National Association of Local 

Councils (NALC) Local Council Award Scheme Foundation Level. 

  

24/703. BLEED KIT CABINET, SPORTS PAVILION 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the council supports the proposal to site the bleed kit cabinet somewhere in the 

vicinity of the town centre. That discussions are held with the requester with regard to 

the most suitable location for the cabinet. 

  

24/704. CHRISTMAS SPARKLE WORKING PARTY 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Christmas Sparkle working party meeting held on the 19th 

August 2024 be received and noted. 

  

24/705. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REVIEW STEERING GROUP 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Review Steering Group meeting on the 

12th August 2024 be received and noted. 

  

24/706. PAVILION WORKING PARTY 

24/706.1. RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Pavilion Working Party meeting held on the 30th July 2024 be 

received and noted. 

24/706.2. RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Pavilion Working Party meeting held on the 20th August 2024 

be received and noted. 

(i) RESOLVED: 

 That a budget of £2000 be agreed for instruction of a surveyor for budget costings on 

2 of the 3 options presented by Sidey Design.  

1. Renovation within existing footprint, viewing area in roof to be removed, roof 

pitch to remain as existing. Car parking, external layout and cladding as 

presented on the plans.  

2. Renovation within existing footprint but with new steeper roof pitch to create 

provision for first floor space. Car parking, external layout and cladding as 

presented on the plans. 

  

24/707. PUBLIC TOILETS WORKING PARTY 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the Public Toilets working party meeting held on the 25th July 

2024 be received and noted. 

  

24/708. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 RESOLVED: 

 That in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the following items of business, 

the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting for the next item. 

  

24/709. PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

 RESOLVED: 
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 That the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on the 20th August 2024 

be received and adopted. 

  

24/710. REOPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 RESOLVED: 

 That, the confidential business having been concluded, the Press and Public be 

readmitted to the meeting. 

  

24/711. ITEMS TO REPORT 

 None. 

 

Mayor 

 

Date  
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

 

CLERK’S REPORT 
 

24th SEPTEMBER 2024 

 

 

Police Report 

Link to crimes for July 2024. 

Local Crime Information for Market Square, Higham Ferrers, Rushden, NN10 8BT - 

July 2024 (streetcheck.co.uk) 

Please also see attached spreadsheet that tracks this months’ crimes against previous 

months.  

39 crimes for the month of June: - 

• Anti-social Behaviour  - 9 

• Bicycle theft -1 

• Criminal Damage / Arson – 4 

• Drugs – 1 

• Other theft - 1 

• Public Order – 2 

• Shoplifting – 12 

• Vehicle crime -2 

• Violence / Sexual offences – 7 

 

Meetings 

Planning and Development Committee – Tuesday 8th October 2024 at 6.45pm 

Policy and Resources Committee – Tuesday 8th October 2024 at 7.30pm 

Full Council – Tuesday 29th October 2024 at 7.30pm 

 

Event Dates 

Remembrance, Sunday 10th November at 10.45am in the Market Square  

Christmas Sparkle, Saturday 23rd November, 11am-6pm, Market Square, College St.  

Civic Carol Service, Sunday 22nd December at 6pm, St Marys Church 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

24th SEPTEMBER 2024 

 

REPORT: Expenditure  

 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield 

 

 

1.  PURPOSE 

1.1. To approve the following expenditure:- 

  

(i) Annual Tree Works 
FINANCIAL 

IMPLICATION 

£21188 

There is provision within budget  

There is no provision within budget  

There is insufficient provision within budget x 

£15,500 virement to cover the shortfall and provide a 

small balance for the remainder of the year  

From 220/4200 Grounds Maintenance 

To 220/4320 Tree Work  

x 

 
 

 The trees are inspected on a regular basis on a rolling programme. The inspection for 

this year included the following areas:- 

• Saffron Road Recreation Ground 

• Cemetery  

• Queensway 

• Roman Way  

• Bailey Court leading to Bates Close 

• Parker Way -School Lane  

• Hecham - Kingsmeadow 

• Hecham – Millfelds – Ftzwilliam  

• Hecham Way verges   

• Grassmere to Coniston, Windermere Drive and Ullswater Close 

• Open space situated adjacent to Mallard Close  

• Stanwick Road Dogs Off Lead area and Mallard Close 

 

The report identified low, medium, high and urgent works required. Quotes have 

been obtained for the medium, and high priority works. Any urgent works were 

undertaken after receipt of the report. Low priority works will be scheduled for next 

year 2025.  

 

Quote A £21188 

Quote B (to follow) 

Quote C (to follow) 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 6.45PM 

AT THE TOWN HALL, MARKET SQUARE, HIGHAM FERRERS 

 

PRESENT: 

Cllr G Salmon (Chairman) 

Cllr Mrs A Gardner 

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting 

Cllr G Kelly 

Cllr V K Paul 
Cllr Mrs C Reavey (as substitute) 

Mrs E Arrow (Assistant Clerk) 

 
1 member of the public 

 

1. APOLOGIES 

 Cllr B Spencer, Cllr N Brown. 

  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 Cllr P H Whiting - item 5.1 (i) (ii) (iii) – knows the applicants of all 3 planning 
applications. 

  

3. MINUTES 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th August 2024 be signed by the 
Chairman as a true and correct record. 

  

4. PUBLIC FORUM 

 None. 

  
5. PLANNING  

5.1. To consider response to the following planning applications:-  

(i) NE/24/00770/FUL: Full Planning Permission - Detached garage at 91 

Kimbolton Road, Higham Ferrers 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the council has no comments and no objections. 

  

(ii) NE/24/00796/FUL: Full Planning Permission – Single storey rear extension at 8 

Williams Way, Higham Ferrers 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the council has no comments and no objections. 

  

(iii) NE/24/00828/FUL: Full Planning Permission – First floor side extension at 5 

Mallard Close, Higham Ferrers 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the council has no comments and no objections. 

  

5.2. To receive and note determinations on planning applications 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the following determinations on planning applications be received and noted:- 

 APPROVAL 

NE/24/00047/FUL – BMW Home Improvements, 2 Saffron Road, Higham 

Ferrers, NN10 8ED 
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Demolition of rear extensions, construction of extension over existing footprint, 

external alterations to windows and cladding including installation of solar panels to 

south elevation roof slope. 
 

REFUSAL 

NE/24/00574/FUL – 22 Newman Street, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8JP 

Detached bungalow in the rear garden 

Reasons summarised: 

• Out of keeping with established character and pattern of development in 

local area. 

• Harmful to visual amenities of the area, not enough private amenity space, 

not high quality design. 

• Against HFNP policies as cited in our objection. 

• Unacceptable intensification of a substandard highway (Anne Close), 

insufficient footways and visibility splays, proposed access conflicts with an 
existing footpath. Severe harm to pedestrian and highway safety. 

• Would likely adversely affect the integrity of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel 

Pits SPA. 

• Insufficient information provided regarding Biodiversity Net Gain and 

impact on local biodiversity. 

 
TPO APPROVAL 

NE/24/00540/TPO – The Manor House, 37 Wood Street, Higham Ferrers, 

NN10 8DL 

T1 – Pine – remove limb 

 
 

NE/24/00576/TPO – 5 Bolingbroke Place, Stanwick Road, Higham Ferrers, 

NN10 8BF 

T1 Sycamore – crown reduction by approximately 1.5-2m in height and lateral 

reduction by up to 1.5m, pruning to suitable growth points, crown clean, crown thin 
by 15%. 

 

TREE WORK IN CONSERVATION AREA 

NE/24/00699/TCA – Land adjacent to The John White Close, Higham Ferrers, 

NN10 8DT 
716; Sycamore x 4 - reduce all to 5m monolith. 717; Sycamore - remove ivy up to 

5m. 718; Hawthorn - reduce in height by 2.5m. 719; Sycamore - remove 2m of ivy. 

720; Hawthorn - remove 2m of ivy on all stems and remove ivy from crown. 721; 
Sycamore - remove ivy. 722; Hawthorn - remove 2m of ivy on all stems and remove 

ivy from crown. 
  

6.  ITEMS TO REPORT 

 None. 
  

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

8th October 2024 

 

Chairman 

 

Date 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION 

COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.30PM 

IN THE TOWN HALL, MARKET SQUARE, HIGHAM FERRERS 

 

PRESENT: 

Cllr C O’Rourke (Chairman) 

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting 

Cllr V K Paul 

Cllr G Kelly 

Cllr B Spencer (as substitute) 

Cllr S Prosser (as substitute) 

Miss A Schofield (Town Clerk) 

Mrs E M Arrow (Assistant Clerk) 

 

1 member of the public 

 

1. APOLOGIES 

 Cllr H L Jackson, Cllr P McCann, Cllr P Tomas. 

  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 None. 

  

3.  MINUTES 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2024 be approved and signed by the 

Chairman as a true and correct record. 

  

4. PUBLIC FORUM 

 None. 

  

5. SPORTS AND HIRE FEES REVIEW 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That the current sports and hire fees for 2024-25 remain unchanged for 2025-26, as 

follows:- 

 Sports Clubs and Facility Fees 

 • Football Clubs: Football Pitch only - £16 per match. With Changing Rooms - 

£25 per match. With access to Pavilion for Toilets - £9.50 per match. 

• Cricket Club: Cricket Pitch - £220 per season. Changing Rooms - £300 per 

season. The above charge is per season assuming a match each weekend, 

additional matches may be charged pro rata’d at the above rate.  

• Tennis Club: - £162.50 per quarter to include all matches, club and coaching 

sessions and use of the cabin. 

 Casual Hire of Tennis Courts and MUGA 

 • Tennis Court Hire - £5 per hour. Half price if a Tennis Club Member.  

• Regular users - seasonal fee of £50 per annum. 

• MUGA - £10 per hour 

 School Use of Facilities  

 Fee for the period after May half term through to the end of summer term period, £300. 

 Sports Pavilion Hire 

  

Category of Hire 

Room Type Price per Hour (£) 

(Mondays –  

Price per Hour (£) 

(Sundays/Public 
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Saturdays inclusive) Bank Holidays) 

Commercial Hall 1 £12.50 £18.75 

Charity Hall 1 £10 £15 

Community Hall 1 £.9.50 £14.25 

Under 13’s Party Hall 1 £8.50 £12.75 

Private Function / 

Party 

Hall 1 £11 £16.50 

If you are a group, individual or organisation offering free health and wellbeing services 

to residents of the town, the council will consider offering free use of this facility on a 

case by case basis. 

 Hire of Castle Fields 

 The use of Castle Fields for fairs etc. be subject to negotiation by the Clerk, with a 

minimum fee of £500. 

 Outdoor Events on Town Council owned Open Spaces 

 • Local Community/Charity based in Higham Ferrers - No charge (but 

donations accepted for upkeep) 

• Local Community/Charity based outside of Higham Ferrers - £50 per day. 

• Commercial other – subject to negotiation by Clerk, minimum of £150 per 

day. 

• Corporate – subject to negotiation by Clerk, minimum of £300 per day. 

• Local Government events promoting sports, health and wellbeing for the 

Higham Ferrers community – No charge (but donations accepted for upkeep). 

• Fitness sessions/dance/activity classes – If there is no fee charged by the hirer 

to their participants – No charge (but donations accepted for upkeep). If there is 

a fee charged by the hirer to their participants - £10 per session held. 

  

6. REVIEW OF THE FREE USE OF THE PAVILION 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the continued free use of the pavilion is permitted for both AK Fitness Training and 

the Book Exchange. 

  

7. LARKIN GARDENS PLAY AREAS 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That the council adopt the play area adjacent to 57 Larkin Gardens and the play area 

adjacent to 20 Larkin Gardens subject to agreement on the commuted sums. That the 

Clerk be delegated to agree the commuted sum within the range specified.   

  

8. BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That a Biodiversity Action Plan be approved. 

  

9. TREE PLANTING, SAFFRON ROAD RECREATION GROUND 

 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: 

 That two 12-14ft swedish white beam trees be planted at Saffron Road Recreation 

Ground with a budget of £750 approved for the cost of the purchase and planting of the 

trees plus associated stakes, tree ties and metal guards. 

  

10. PARISH PATHS WARDEN REPORT 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the Parish Paths Warden report is received and noted with thanks to Marion Darnell.  
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11.  ITEMS TO REPORT 

 Cllr Whiting attended an event in Rushden that was run by NNC and had sports clubs, 

police, a fire engine, water slide, golf and other activities available for attendees. The 

event was free for activities and attendance. It was very well run and received and Cllr 

Whiting asks if we can request the event be brought to Higham Ferrers next year. 

  

12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

12th November 2024 

Chairman 

 

Date 
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MINUTES OF THE CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING PARTY MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2024 

AT THE TOWN HALL, MARKET SQUARE, HIGHAM FERRERS 
 

PRESENT: Cllr V K Paul, Cllr G Kelly, Cllr S Prosser, Miss A Schofield (Town Clerk), Mrs E 
Arrow (Assistant Clerk) 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 Cllr Mrs J Bone 
  
2. MINUTES 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd August 2023 were agreed as a true and correct 

record. 

  
3. BEE SQUARED PROJECT 
 The working party agreed that it be recommended we run the project again in 2025 

following the success of the project so far and the enthusiasm the local residents have 

shown for taking part. It is suggested that we approach the Tourism group and 

potentially other groups such as the Gateway Club or the Hub volunteers to help us to 

sort the seeds and partake in the project. It is proposed that we produce a total of 3000 

envelopes of seeds this year for distribution (up from a total of 2500 last year). 

Recommendation 
That the Council run the Bee Squared project in 2025 with seeds pack to be delivered to 
all schools. Additional packs are to be available for residents to collect from the Town 
Hall, willing local businesses and organisations. Budget of £1000 for 3000 seed packs.    

  

4. PLAN BASED ON CLIMATE RISK 
4.1. OVERVIEW OF CARBON LITERACY TRAINING 
 A report from the Assistant Clerk regarding the Carbon Literacy Project training was 

received and noted. A number of ideas were discussed from the information given, 
including the council partaking in the Big Green Week 2025 to boost engagement from 
the public on climate change and carbon reduction, a themed farmers market and ideas 
for public consultation. 

4.2. SUSTAINABILITY POLICY – REVIEW OF REQUIREMENTS 
 The requirements for the Sustainability Policy were reviewed. It was agreed to find 

examples of how to benchmark green credentials when it comes to assessing things like 
contractors etc. There is quite a lot in the Sustainability Policy that we can take action on 
and many of these actions would come under a Climate Change Action Plan. 

4.3. BIODIVERSITY POLICY AND ACTION PLAN 
 The requirements for the Biodiversity Policy and Action Plan were reviewed and agreed. 
4.4. CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECT AS PER BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN 
 It is agreed that the next step is to write a Climate Change Action Plan and consider 

implementing a Sustainable Resource Management Strategy, Carbon Reduction Criteria 
for Selecting Suppliers and Green Events Policy. A Climate Change Action Plan will be 
drafted and brought to council for consideration. 

4.5. REVIEW EPC ASSESMENT OF THE TOWN HALL 
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 The EPC assessment of the Town Hall was reviewed. It is proposed that we explore the 
options regarding the implementation of a smart thermostat and zoned heating for the 
Town Hall. 

  
5. TREE PLANTING 
5.1. SAPLINGS AT HIGHAM HEIGHTS 
 It is agreed that we do not carry out any further planting at Higham Heights this year and 

instead focus on monitoring the existing saplings. The area has not lent itself very well to 
tree planting and many of the saplings have not survived. 

5.2. COMMUNITY ORCHARD/TREE PLANTING AS PER BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN 
 It is agreed that opportunities are still explored for the possibility of a community 

orchard and further tree planting in the town. Possible locations were discussed, 
including the town green and other open spaces. The allotments that may be coming 
under the town council’s ownership on the new estate were also discussed, along with 
the possibility of the town council retaining an allotment for community use. 

  
6. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 It is agreed that we continue to explore any possibilities for grant funding that come up. 
  
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 Electric vehicle charging points were discussed, including the potential implementation 

of them by the town council in addition to the existing NNC-installed points. 

  

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To be called when required. 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

Public Toilets Working Party 

Thursday 12th September 2024 at 1pm at the Town Hall   

PRESENT: Cllr Barry Spencer, Cllr Gary Salmon, Cllr Bert Jackson, Cllr Gerald Kelly, 

Alicia Schofield (Town Clerk), John Algar (Parks, Open Spaces & Facilities Supervisor)  

1.  Apologies 

 None. 

  

2.  Amended Plans - Discussion Point Summary 

 Working party supportive of plan that showed re-design of entrances to have a single 

entrance area to the front of the disabled toilet that would be shuttered, followed by 

internal wall change to allow 3 internal doors off the new main entrance area, doors 

to the gents, ladies and the disabled.   

Minor amendment to straighten internal doorways to ladies and gents, query doorway 

width for disability access.   

  

3. Next Steps 

3.1. Sustainability Policy/Green Credentials 

Clerk to seek advice/find company who can specifically advise on the possibility and 

practicality of:- 

- Solar panels to the roof for electricity generation and heating for hot water. 

- Rainwater harvesting for flushing of toilets.      

This advice required to feed into final design and specification prior to contract.  

3.2. Asbestos 

Clerk to seek advice/obtain quote accordingly for an asbestos survey to inform 

contractors. 

  

4. Any other business 

None. 

  

5. Date of next meeting 

 TBA 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

24TH SEPTEMBER 2024 

 

REPORT: PAVEMENT LICENCE CONSULTATION 

 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield  

 

 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVES N/A 

POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage x 

There will be financial implications  

There is provision within budget  

Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure  

Decisions may give rise to potential income  
 

MEANS OF DELIVERY N/A 

APPENDICIES  Plan  

 
1. PURPOSE 

1.1. To consider a response to the North Northants Council consultation, PV636840460, 

application for a pavement licence, Savour the Flavour, 32 High Street, Higham Ferrers. 

  

2.  APPLICATION DETAIL 

2.1. Savour the Flavour have applied to North Northants Council to allow them to continue to 

have outdoor seating, tables, umbrella and canopy located on the pavement the front of their 

property.  Their current licence expires 24th September 2024.  

  

2.2. The site notice and plan may be viewed under the applications open for representation page 

of the NNC website. 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

24TH SEPTEMBER 2024 

 

REPORT: VE DAY 80TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

REPORT AUTHOR: Assistant Clerk, Emily Arrow 

 

 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVES N/A 

POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage  

There will be financial implications  

There is provision within budget  

Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 

Decisions may give rise to potential income  
 

MEANS OF DELIVERY Town Clerk, Assistant Clerk 

APPENDICIES  N/A.  

 
1. PURPOSE 

1.1. To consider whether to mark the 80th anniversary of VE Day. 

  

2.  DETAIL OF THE REQUEST  

2.1. The 80th anniversary of VE Day is on Thursday 8th May 2025. Town councils are 

encouraged to take part in a ‘shared moment of celebration’. A beacon lighting will take 

place across the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories 

at 9.30pm on 8th May, and a Tribute reading has been provided to be read by the Mayor at 

the time of the beacon lighting. Town councils are encouraged to also raise a unique VE 

Day 80 flag at 9am on that day. 

  

2.2. Some further suggestions include street parties, Union Flag themed decorating etc. The 

Government website can be viewed for further information and plans for the day VE Day 80 

  

3. FOR CONSIDERATION 

3.1. Do council wish to mark and become part of the official commemoration of the 80th 

anniversary of VE Day? 

 If so, council is invited to come forward with an idea or agree to the establishment of a 

working party to bring forward recommendations for a plan and budget. 
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

24th SEPTEMBER 2024 

 

REPORT: Town App Update and Promotion 

 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield  

 

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN  N/A 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVES Yes 

POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage  

There will be financial implications  

There is provision within budget x 

Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 

Decisions may give rise to potential income  
 

MEANS OF DELIVERY  

APPENDICES  Report Policy & Resources Committee August 2024 

 
1. PURPOSE 

1.1 To consider the promotional campaign for the Town App 

  

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1.  A report was presented to the last Policy and Resources Committee meeting providing an 

overview of the new Town App since it became operational in March of this year. This report 

forms part of the appendices.  

  

2.2.  Prior to this town council meeting staff have given councillors a briefing session and 

demonstration of the app.    

  

3. ANNUAL COSTS 

3.1. With the app now set-up the cost to the council for ongoing hosting and support is currently set 

at £400 per annum. The previous app had an annual cost of £3000 per annum so the yearly 

saving to the council is much reduced.  

  
4.  PROMOTION 
4.1. The Town App is currently promoted in the following ways:- 
 • Advertised full page in the Higham Times  

• A5 leaflet double sided with Town App to one side (Heritage trail, audio tour 

and blue plaque trail to the other). Leaflets in Town Hall, the Hub and at the 

Northamptonshire Hub at Rushden lakes.  

• Posters around town 

• Active promotion at the Farmers’ Market 

• Heritage day promotion and leaflet in the free bags 

• Page on the website  

https://www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk/higham-ferrers-town-app 

• Pop over on the website rotational with event promotion and Community 

Library and Wellbeing Hub promotion 

• Social media posts  

40

https://www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk/higham-ferrers-town-app


• Information given at Business Forum meetings 

 
5. FOR CONSIDERATION 
5.1. In addition to the continuation of the promotion by the means given above in 4,1, the 

following suggestions are made to encourage download. Council is asked to consider 

these suggestions and to come forward with any other suggestions for consideration.  

• Use for digital Sparkle programme. 

• Use as part of a Christmas town trail competition. People need to download the 

app to find a clue/part of the trail. Proposed theme for the Christmas town trail is 

reindeer to link with the reindeers that will be coming to Sparkle for the first 

time. 

• Combine app and Farmers’ Market promotion. If people can show the Farmers’ 

Market Manager they have downloaded the app they will receive a money off 

voucher for the Farmers’ Market. One voucher per person or per household with 

a record kept. Time limited campaign to a particular Farmers’ Market and 

voucher will have an expiry date, voucher to have a minimum spend of £5 to be 

able to be redeemed. Suggested voucher worth £2.  
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

24th SEPTEMBER 2024 

REPORT: Grounds Maintenance Update and Considerations 

REPORT AUTHOR: Town Clerk, Alicia Schofield  

BUSINESS FORWARD PLAN Yes 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVES Yes 

POLICIES REFERENCED N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION There are no financial implications at this stage 

There will be financial implications x 

There is provision within budget 

Decisions may give rise to additional expenditure x 

Decisions may give rise to potential income 

MEANS OF DELIVERY 

APPENDICES 

1. PURPOSE

1.1. To receive an update on resolution 24/551.2 that the council express an interest in a consortium 

arrangement with Rushden Town Council. 

1.2. To agree to enter a consortium arrangement with Rushden Town Council and Irthlingborough 

Town Council for the provision of Grounds Maintenance from August 2026. 

1.3. To consider an extension of the existing interim contract arrangement to run for a period of 15 

months from April 2025 to August 2026. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1. To receive an update on resolution 24/551.2 that the council express an interest in a 

consortium arrangement with Rushden Town Council. 

Resolution 24/551.2 

That the council express interest to join with Rushden Town Council to form a consortium 

arrangement from 1st August 2026, when Rushden Town Council’s current grounds 

maintenance contract ends. 

3. CURRENT POSITION AND CONSIDERATIONS FROM AUGUST 2026

To agree to enter a consortium arrangement with Rushden Town Council and

Irthlingborough Town Council for the provision of Grounds Maintenance from August

2026.

Rushden Town Council have confirmed they will lead and be the procuring contracting

authority. Irtlingborough Town Council agreed at their meeting 10th September that they would

enter a consortium arrangement with Rushden Town Council.

Council is asked to confirm their intent to enter a consortium arrangement with Rushden Town

Council (lead and procuring contracting authority) and Irthlingborough Town Council.

As lead, Rushden Town Council will manage and supervise the procurement process and

awarded contract. The cost of the management and supervision will be split between the

councils on a pro-rata basis based on the value of the individual council’s element of the

contract. Rushden Town Council is currently preparing an estimate of the cost for this.

As lead, Rushden Town Council is seeking a quote for legal fees for the procurement of the

42



contract. It is proposed that the legal fees will be split between the councils on a pro-rata basis 

based on the value of the council’s element of the contract.   
  
 CURRENT POSITION AND CONSIDERATIONS FROM APRIL 2025 to AUGUST 2026 

 To consider an extension of the existing interim contract arrangement to run for a period 

of 15 months from April 2025 to August 2026. 
 Grounds maintenance is currently provided directly to the town council by the contractor 

Turneys.  

Resolution 24/551.1.  

That given the notice 28th November 2023 that NNC are ending the grounds maintenance 

consortium as of 31st March 2024 and are not running the procurement for services from 1st 

April 2024 as originally agreed, that the quote from the consortium contractor for grounds 

maintenance from 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 be accepted.  

That the reasons for acceptance as negotiated and without competition are based on:-  

• The need to ensure continuity of grounds maintenance services by 1st April 2024. 

• Use of a known and proven contractor to the council who is familiar with and already 

working for the council with familiarity with the sites and schedules. 

• Requirement for sufficient time for a new procurement to be undertaken. 

That given the extenuating circumstances council waive Financial Regulations as per clause 

11.1 (d).  

When applications are made to waive financial regulations relating to contracts to enable a 

price to be negotiated without competition the reason shall be embodied in a recommendation 

to council. 

 

The arrangement is in place until 1st April 2025. Prior to, and assuming entry to the consortium 

arrangement from August 2026, the council needs to consider how they wish to ensure grounds 

maintenance provision from 1st April 2025 for the 15 month period to August 2026.  
  
 The current contractor has been approached and, subject to agreement on a price increase, has 

confirmed they are able to provide grounds maintenance services for the 15 month period. The 

Clerk awaits confirmation of the % increase proposed by the contractor to the current price for 

the 15 month period.   

  

 Council is asked to note and consider that:- 

- Under the previous consortium arrangement with NNC, formally ENDC, the contractor was 

supervised. Following the collapse of the NNC consortium, the town council is currently 

supervising the contract. No additional staff resourcing was recruited and appointed to 

cover this; the management and supervision was incorporated into the existing workload of 

the Clerk and the Parks, Open Spaces and Facilities Supervisor. This has the advantage of 

direct cost savings as there is no longer a supervision charge to the council. This has the 

disadvantage of reallocation of council staff resourcing from council projects.  

- The contractor was behind schedule at the beginning of the year principally due t the 

weather. This impacted upon service level and quality. The contractor is back on schedule 

and the level of complaints regarding the grounds maintenance has directly reduced.    

- Continued use of the contractor for the 15 month period has the advantage of the use of a 

known and proven contractor to the council who is familiar with and already working for 

the council with familiarity with the sites and schedules. 

- Council may wish to tender for the 15 month grounds maintenance provision. If this is the 

case the council is asked to indicate their preference for this now so that the Clerk may have 

time to deliver upon this. Due to time pressure and staff resourcing it is recommended that 

consideration be given to this being delivered by an external project manager. Cost estimate 

can be provided.  
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